YAMATO BONSAI KAI

“FRIENDSHIP THROUGH

BONSAI”

Since 1968

Newsletter – December 2015
MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD
By Tony Hayworth

Hello Yamato Bonsai Club Members.
We have one last meeting this year on Tuesday evening
15 December, 2015. Please come out and finish the year
with us. We will conduct elections for the 2016 Board
and discuss winter care topics/cycle for your trees.

2016 ELECTIONS
At the December meeting, annual elections will be
conducted. We have one open Director position for the
2016/17 commitment. We need volunteers or
nominations from the floor at the meeting. If none, we
will enter the year open at this seat.
All Officers position are open for 2016. Think about
running for any position.

I want to take a moment and thank all the 2015 Board
Members for their valuable contribution to the Club this
past year. THANK YOU!

Come to the meeting to make your nominations or voice
your needs /opinion.

GENERAL CLUB BUSINESS

HOLIDAY PARTY

EJCC Clean Up – A special thanks to the members that
came out and supported the December 5th EJCC Clean
Up event. Without this effort we would not have a place
to hold our monthly meeting and other Yamato
functions.












Howard Correa
Brian Conway
Mike Butler
Tom Walker
John Forsman
Dan Woodward
Al Shurtleff
Mike Baker
Steve Ross
Dennis Hacker
Tony Hayworth

Storage Costs – many of you know that we rent a
storage space (10 x 20), in San Leandro, which holds our
show backdrops and other Show and Exhibition
supplies. Costs have increased year over year for some
time, as well as transportation costs to haul these items
to and from the show. The Board has been looking at
alternatives, and will present the challenges to you, and
ask for your input and ideas. Stay tuned.
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Our Yamato holiday get together will be on Saturday
January 9th, 2016. Karen, Sandy and Linda have
volunteered to be chairpersons for our Holiday Party.
The event will be pot luck. A sign-up sheet, by food
category, will be at the December meeting, to ensure a
good coverage of dishes and supporting items. Please
consult with any chairperson if you can’t make the
December monthly meeting but would like to come to
the January 9th event.
1) Food theme will be Pot Luck.
2) A sign-up list will have several categories to choose
from (so we don’t end up with 10 hams). 
3) Arrival from 5:30 for setup and Social Hour.
4) Dinner service will begin at approx 6:30 PM.
5) The kitchen will be available to reheat items if
needed, bring your own pots and utensils.
6) Yamato will provide soft drinks and coffee/tea.
7) Attendees wishing to bring adult beverages are
welcome to do so at a responsible level.
Come out for a nice evening with your bonsai friends.
Guests or dates welcome.
Gift Exchange – we will hold our traditional (optional)
small gift exchange. It you wish to participate, simply
bring a wrapped give of nominal value for inclusion.
Numbers will be drawn to determine gift selection order.
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Show & Tell – Every meeting is a Show and Tell
opportunity. You are encouraged to bring a tree to ask
questions about it or to tell us the story about your tree.
The goal is to enhance the tree and your knowledge to
support it.

AT THE NEXT CLUB MEETING…
On Tuesday, Dec 15th is …






General and seasonal Bonsai topics and
presentation. Year in Review.
Winter Silhouette – bring your deciduous trees for a
winter time look at its structure, etc.
Raffle at end of meeting; bring donations if you
have something to share.
2016 Board Elections
Note: All Club Meetings start at 7:30 PM.

YAMATO FALL SHOW IN REVIEW
(IN PICTURES)
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Yamato Club Meeting Location

Yamato Bonsai Kai monthly meetings are held at the
Eden Japanese Community Center, on the 3rd Tuesday of
each month, from 7:30PM.
Location Address: 710 Elgin Street San Lorenzo. CA.

YAMATO CLASSIFIEDS
Pre-Bonsai and Bonsai - For Sale
I have many bonsai and pre-bonsai material for sale…
including some large landscape sized bonsai styled trees. I am
overstocked and want to move this material to a good home.
Is that you? I have a several pots for cheap also.
Contact Tony Hayworth early for best selection.
Phone: 510-289-5731 or bonsaicho@comcast.net

Notice: if you want to advertise something in this space,
please contact the Newsletter Committee or Board Member.

INPUT FOR 2015 PLANNING
By Yamato Board

If you have thoughts or ideas for conducting the business
of the Board, or ideas and needs for monthly club
meetings or other such items, please get your input to
any of the board members. We ask that also make your
time available to help with committee work or to help
execute on your ideas also.
Thank you.
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BONSAI BASIC
By Tony Hayworth

Our weather is quite mild and we are lucky to be bonsai
enthusiasts with how kind the weather is here. But (and
there are always buts) there are a few days in the winter
(and summer) when we can have extremes and that is
dangerous for our trees. I cannot write a paragraph or
two that covers every tree and every situation – however
let me try a few highlights.
Some trees like the cold and like to go completely
dormant. I’m not saying they should get frost-bite and
be neglected during the winter, but I’m saying that pine
(in general) can take a cold snap and be okay. If they are
shohin or mame bonsai, then be more careful. As long
as a tree is not bone dry… a few really cold days are not
an issue. If winter watering is neglected and your tree is
bone dry, it is a gamble if it will survive through a cold
snap. Don’t water too early in the morning during the
winter and on very cold days. Also, if you water very
late in the day or evenings in winter you run the risk of
cracking you bonsai pot! (Frozen water expands!)
Bonsai are dormant now and for the most part next
month also. Transplanting should not be on your
schedule; grafting of conifers could be done now and
again in the next couple of months. Digging up the
neighbors’ specimen tree (with permission) is an activity
that you may want to pursue.
Bonsai Tip: as a tip this month, I want to give you a
consolidated list of general tips that you should
memorize and pay attention to routinely.
Loose Soil – your bonsai soil must be porous. If your
bonsai soil mix is thick and loamy the tree will not grow
and will not be healthy.
Pests – it is better to pay attention to them with
preventative maintenance versus trying to fight a big
infestation. Set a cycle of preventative spray to control
in this area. Keep your eyes open.
Rotation – you will not have a first class tree if you do
not learn to rotate your trees. While you may like to
always look at your tree from the front on its pedestal,
the backside needs to get sun also. Learn to rotate your
trees. I have tips on easy (and inexpensive) garden
turntables if you are interested. See me.
Moss – while moss is pretty… it is not the bonsai. Moss
should be kept short. This is done by learning when to
Yamato Bonsai Kai Newsletter – December 2015

strip it back and let it come back naturally better and
shorter. Don’t let moss grow up the trunk of your tree.
Fertilizer – have a schedule. Know what trees need
what fertilizer mixtures, and when to fertilize. Allpurpose, non-burning is a safe way to go but it will not
cover all your needs once you have a lot of trees.
Consult Sensei Uchida, senior club members or proper
written materials on this subject.
Controlling Tip Growth – you must learn this technique
for the many trees. Pinching (is one technique) during
the growing season saves later trimming work. It also
helps control the shape considerably.
De-candling – if you have a black pine, you must learn
when and how to do this. It starts with knowing a few
rules and then just jumping in and not being afraid.
Knowing how to cut back and leave the appropriate
amount of needles and needles pairs is critical to the
health and maintenance of a black pine bonsai. You
should pursue independent study on this topic and learn
the techniques this coming year (or two).
Wire – the more wire, the better the Bonsai! This is true
when you are doing the initial shaping and establishing
of a tree into a pre-bonsai. The trunk, primary and all
secondary branches must be wired on the first time
shaping of a tree.
Tree-to-Pot – Always wire the tree to the pot when
transplanting. Use a good quality wire – don’t use
copper as it has elements that can be poisonous to the
new roots. If a freshly transplanted tree is not stable,
new roots will not take off effectively.
Finally, where do healthy looking Pine trees get their
strength? Answer: from strong and healthy roots!!
Remember… keep your eye on Bonsai.
Ask me if you have questions - Tony
Email bonsaicho@comcast.net
Phone 510-289-5731
evenings
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GSBF CALENDAR OF EVENTS
For a complete list, please refer to the Golden State Bonsai
Federation Calendar of Events at:
http://www.gsbf-bonsai.org
January 1 – April 24, 2016 Oakland, California
California Suiseki Society and San Francisco Suiseki Kai: are
featured with the work of sculptor Jedediah Caesar at Unearthed:
Found + Made, a new exhibition at the Oakland Museum of
California, 1000 Oak Street. The Suiseki, all found in California,
share a process with Caesar who imitates geological processes in
making his sculptures, sometimes encasing found objects from the
urban environment in clear or colored resin. For further information
go to http://museumca.org/exhibit/unearthed-found-made
January 16 – 17, 2016, Arcadia, California
Baikoen Bonsai Kenkyukai: 52nd Annual Winter Silhouette
show at Arboretum of Los Angeles County, 301 N. Baldwin
Ave. Hours are 10 AM – 4:30 PM with demonstration at 1 PM
each day and Saturday night 6:30 – 9 PM Nagata-Komai
Award Ceremony for Marge Blasingame. Trees, pots, and
bonsai related items for sale. For more information contact
Lindsay Shiba at ljshiba@juno.com or Ken Teh
at hanyuls@yahoo.com.
January 16-17, 2016 Los Angeles, CA
Baikoen Bonsai Kenkyukai: Winter Silhouette Show, Location:
Los Angeles Arboretum, 10:30am to 4:30pm Baikoen Bonsai
Kenkyukai will be conducting its annual Winter Silhouette show
were trees will be displayed in their leafless form during Martin
Luther King Jr. Holiday Weekend at the Los Angeles
Arboretum. There will be a benefit dinner and auction on
Saturday January 16, 2016. It is one of the oldest show
running in the Southern California region and has been a
tradition for 50 plus years. For more information, contact
Lindsay Shiba at (626) 806-0937
January 23 – 24, 2016 Oakland, California
Bay Island Bonsai: Annual Bonsai Exhibit at the Lakeside Garden
Center, 666 Bellevue Ave. Hours 10 AM – 4 PM, Saturday and
Sunday. Auction at 1 PM on Saturday, with preview at Noon.
Workshop on Sunday open to the bonsai community. Guided tours of
the exhibit Saturday and Sunday. Vendor sales, club sales,
educational bonsai material for sale and a special pot sale this year.
Entry to the exhibit is free, donations accepted. Learn more and
register for the workshop by calling (510) 919-5042 or
visit http://bayislandbonsai.com/bib-annual-exhibit/.
February 1 – April 24, 2016 Oakland, California
California Suiseki Society and San Francisco Suiseki Kai: are
featured with the work of sculptor Jedediah Caesar at Unearthed:
Found + Made, a new exhibition at the Oakland Museum of
California, 1000 Oak Street. The Suiseki, all found in California,
share a process with Caesar who imitates geological processes in
making his sculptures, sometimes encasing found objects from the
urban environment in clear or colored resin. For further information
go to http://museumca.org/exhibit/unearthed-found-made
February 5 – 7, 2016 Santa Nella, California
California Shohin Seminar @ Hotel Mission de Oro Feb 5:
Registration 10 AM – 5 PM with demonstrations from Noon – 6 PM,
Exhibit and Vendor areas set-up 11 AM – 5 PM; everyone is invited
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to share their treasured Shohin Bonsai in the Exhibit. Feb 6: Exhibit
opens for Registration, Viewing, Vendor Sales, Workshops, Raffle &
Benefit Drawing 8 AM – 5 PM. Feb 7: Exhibit Open 9 AM – Noon
with demonstrations, and business meeting. Registration Forms
available on the website. Attendees who only want access to vendor
and exhibit may purchase a day pass. For more information see our
website:http://www.calshohin.org/, email: calshohin@yahoo.com, or
phone: Randi Keppeler (650) 598-0127.
February 27 – 28, 2016, San Marino, California
Bonsai-A-Thon XX at The Huntington Library and Botanical
Gardens, 1151 Oxford Road; annual fundraiser for the GSBF
Collection at The Huntington. Admission to the event is free with
Bonsai-A-Thon “early bird” registration between 8 AM – 9 AM.
Event hours are 8 AM – 4:30 PM both days. Pancake breakfast, a
tour hosted by Jim Folsom (Director of the Garden), demonstrations,
lunch, bonsai exhibits, large sales area, raffle and auction. Sunday
only: a behind the scenes tour of The Huntington Bonsai Nursery
with Ted Matson. For more information, contact Bill Wawrychuk at
(818)790-9415 or b_wawrychuk@yahoo.com.
February 27 – 28, 2016, Oakland, California
GSBF Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt: The annual Mammoth
Fund Raiser will be held at 666 Bellevue Ave. (Garden Center
Building). Saturday: Auction preview at noon with Auction starting
at 1 PM. Sunday: Vendor Sales start at 9 AM, Plant Sales start at 10
AM, and Demonstrations at 1 PM. The Bonsai Garden at Lake
Merritt will celebrate the many bonsai clubs who have created and
support the Garden by inviting Bonsai Clubs from all over Northern
California to showcase their best bonsai display and promote their
club activities. Attendees will be eligible to vote for their favorite
display. Bonsai Garden will be open 10 AM to 4 PM on Saturday and
Noon to 4 PM on Sunday. For more information or to sell trees,
email bonsailakemerritt@gmail.com and visit www.gsbflakemerritt.org.
March 1 – April 24, 2016 Oakland, California
California Suiseki Society and San Francisco Suiseki Kai: are
featured with the work of sculptor Jedediah Caesar at Unearthed:
Found + Made, a new exhibition at the Oakland Museum of
California, 1000 Oak Street. The Suiseki, all found in California,
share a process with Caesar who imitates geological processes in
making his sculptures, sometimes encasing found objects from the
urban environment in clear or colored resin. For further information
go to http://museumca.org/exhibit/unearthed-found-made
March 16 – 20, 2016, San Mateo, California
Bonsai Society of San Francisco: Annual Bonsai Exhibit at the San
Francisco Flower and Garden Show, San Mateo County Event
Center, 1346 Saratoga Drive. Show hours are Wednesday – Saturday
10 AM – 7 PM and Sunday 10 AM – 6 PM. There will be trees for
sale and demonstrations. For more information about the club,
visit www.bssf.org, and for the Flower and Garden Show, including
ticket information, visit http://sfgardenshow.com.
April 1 – April 24, 2016 Oakland, California
California Suiseki Society and San Francisco Suiseki Kai: are
featured with the work of sculptor Jedediah Caesar at Unearthed:
Found + Made, a new exhibition at the Oakland Museum of
California, 1000 Oak Street. The Suiseki, all found in California,
share a process with Caesar who imitates geological processes in
making his sculptures, sometimes encasing found objects from the
urban environment in clear or colored resin. For further information
go to http://museumca.org/exhibit/unearthed-found-made
Apr. 2 – 3, 2016, Santa Cruz, California
Santa Cruz Bonsai Kai: 28th Annual Show at the Museum of Art &
History, 705 Front Street, 10 AM – 5 PM both days with
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demonstrations at 2 PM. Saturday’s demonstrator is Mike Pistello
and Sunday’s will be Katsumi Kinoshita. Raffle drawing for
demonstration tree and trees especially prepared by club members are
part of the raffle each day. Sales area will include quality vendor and
member trees, pots, and other related bonsai items both days. Fresh
items will be in the vendor area on Sunday. Admission price of $5.00
to the Museum includes entry to bonsai show/demo and
complementary coffee, tea and cookies. For more information contact
Ed Lambing at edinbonnydoon@comcast.net.

Bay Area Satsuki Aikokai (BASA): 21st Annual Satsuki Azalea
Bonsai Show at the Lakeside Garden Center, Lake Merritt, 666
Bellevue Avenue. Show hours are 10 AM – 5 PM Saturday and 11
AM – 4 PM Sunday with demonstration by Bonsai Master Artist
Johnny Uchilda Saturday between 1 and 3 PM. Demonstration tree
will be raffled. Sales area with beginner material and imported plants
from Japan. Benefit drawing. Free admission. Public parking
available. For more information, contact George Haas
at gwhaas@comcast.net.

April 2 – 3, 2016, Sacramento, California
Bonsai Sekiyu Kai: Annual show will be held at the Sacramento
Buddhist Church, 2401 Riverside Blvd. Hours are: Saturday 11 AM –
5 PM and Sunday 10 AM – 4 PM with demonstration at 1 PM both
days by Yuzo Maruyama. Amenities include refreshments, light
snacks, door prizes, raffles and a silent auction. Member and vendor
sales of plants and bonsai-related items will also be available. For
more information contact Bonsai Sekiyu Kai
at bonsaisekiyukai@gmail.com

June 4 and 5, 2016, San Mateo, California
Sei Boku Bonsai Kai: 33rd Annual Show at the San Mateo Garden
Center. 605 Parkside Way (next to Beresford Park). Show hours are
10 AM to 4 PM both days, with demonstration by Dennis Makishima
from Noon – 3 PM on Saturday (tree will be raffled off at the
conclusion of demo). Sunday Dennis will lead an open view
workshop from Noon – 3 PM. Large club member plant sale,
vendors, door prizes and our always popular raffles. Admission is
free. Dr. Bonsai will be available to offer styling and care tips. For
more information contact Marsha Mekisich
ateclectic.gardener@yahoo.com.

April 9 – 10, 2016, Sacramento, California
American Bonsai Association, Sacramento: 57th Annual Bonsai
Show at the Shepard Garden and Arts Center, 3330 McKinley Blvd.
Show hours are Saturday 10 AM – 5 PM and Sunday 10 AM – 4 PM,
with demonstration each day at 1:30 PM by American bonsai artist,
Peter Tea. Beginner’s workshop Sunday, 10 AM; daily raffle
includes the demonstration tree; large vendor and member sales area.
For more information, contact Renee Seely (916) 9292106, breadcrust@comcast.net or visit our
website http://abasbonsai.org.
April 23 – 24, 2016, San Diego, California
San Diego Bonsai Club: Spring Bonsai Exhibition at the Casa Del
Prado, Room 101, Balboa Park. Show hours are 10 AM – 5 PM both
days with demonstrations at 11 AM and 1 PM. Free admission.
Bonsai pots and trees for sale, as well as other bonsai-related items.
For more information visit www.sandiegobonsai.com or contact
Janice Hale.

August 20 – 21, 2016 Santa Rosa, California
Redwood Empire Bonsai Society (REBS): 33rd Annual show at the
Santa Rosa Veterans Memorial Building, 1351 Maple Avenue. Show
hours are 10 AM to 5 PM on Saturday and 10 AM to 4 PM on
Sunday with demonstration by Bonsai Master Artist Kathy Shaner
from 1 to 3 PM both days. Demo trees will be raffled. See the largest
bonsai exhibition. Large bonsai vendor and member sales. Exciting
silent auctions or “buy it now”. Free refreshments by the Bonsai café.
Free admission and parking. For more information visit our
websitewww.rebsbonsai.org or contact Bob Shimon at (707) 8844126 or shimon@mcn.org.

April 30 – May 1, 2016, Palo Alto, California
Kusamura Bonsai Club: 56th Annual Show, Lucie Stern
Community Center, 1305 Middlefield Road. Show hours are
Saturday, Noon – 5 PM, and Sunday 11 AM – 5 PM with
demonstrations at 1:30 PM each day. Free admission. Bonsai pots
and trees for sale, as well as other bonsai-related items. For more
information visit www.kusamurabonsai.org.
May 7 & 8, 2016, Sacramento, California
Sacramento Bonsai Club: 70th Annual Bonsai & Suiseki Show at
the Buddhist Church of Sacramento, 2401 Riverside Blvd. Show
hours are Noon – 5 PM on Saturday and 10 AM – 4 PM on Sunday
with demonstration at 2 PM each day. Demonstration by the wellknown bonsai artist Sam Adina, followed by the demo raffle and
more prizes. Free Admission. For more information contact: Gary
Judd (916) 622-8048.
May 21-22, 2016, Santa Barbara, California
Bonsai Club of Santa Barbara: Annual Bonsai Exhibition at the
Santa Barbara Botanic Garden, 1212 Mission Canyon Road. Hours
are Saturday 11 AM – 4 PM and Sunday 10 AM – 4 PM.
Demonstrations at 1 PM both days. Plant sale by the Club. Native
plants suitable for bonsai in the Botanic Garden’s nursery. Books and
other gifts in the Garden Shop. For more information, contact Tom
Post (805) 964-2717, email tompostart@yahoo.com or
visit www.santabarbarbonsai.org .
May 21 – 22, 2016, Oakland, California
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ABOUT THE YAMATO BONSAI CLUB

CELEBRATIONS THIS MONTH …

The Yamato Bonsai Club has a long and distinguished
history in the Bay Area. In 1968, the club was founded
with six members including its first Sensei, Mr. Jimmy
Inadomi from the Castro Valley area. Its second sensei
was Mr. Juzaburo Furuzawa. Since 1976, the Yamato
Bonsai Club has been under the guidance of Sensei John
Uchida of Hayward.

A very “Happy Birthday” to:


November
5th – Bob Schaefer
26th – Sandy Barron
14th – Dennis Hacker
23rd – Noah Hanna

The Yamato Bonsai Club meets each month at the Eden
Japanese Community Center, in San Lorenzo, on the
third Tuesday at 07:30 PM.



December
17th – Dennis Hawkins
18th – Casey Campbell
21st – Dawn Mezo

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

CONTACT US
If you need to mail anything to the club in general,
please send to:
YAMATO BONSAI KAI
P. O. Box 770
Union City, CA 94587-0770
If there is anything you would like to contribute or
comment on regarding the newsletter, contact Tony
Hayworth, at bonsaicho@comcast.net
If you have moved, or changed your email address, please
notify Yamato Bonsai Kai, so that we may update our contact
and mailing list information. Thank you.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

REFRESHMENTS
The club will have coffee at each meeting. We ask for
member volunteers to supply the treats. Below is the list
for this year with open positions. Please contact Sandy
Barron or Tony Hayworth to add your name to the list.
A minimum 3 volunteers each month to bring goodies
and snacks of some kind is requested. Thank you.
January
 open

May
 Emiko Rosenberg

September
 Richard Paulos

 open

 John Forsman

 Tony Hayworth

 open

 Tony Hayworth

 open

February
 Diana Wong

June
 open

October
 Jack Ellis

 open

 open

 open

 open

 open

 open

March
 Brian Conway

July
 Tony Hayworth

November
 Dennis Hacker

 Alan Montgomery

 open

 open

 open

 open

 open

April
 Mike Butler

August
 Linda Crist

December
 Sandy Barron

 Tony Hayworth

 Tony Hayworth

 open

 open

 open

 open
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Happy Anniversary and many more to come:


November
6th – Emiko & Steve Rosenberg
27th – Michael & Glenda Butler



December
28th – Dennis & Jenny Hacker

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

YAMATO BONSAI KAI – 2015 BOARD
President

Tony Hayworth

510-289-5731

Mike Butler

510-917-3592

Secretary

Dennis Hacker

510-685-7273

Treasurer

Vice President

Dave Barron

510-456-6799

Director 2015/16

Karen Paulos

510-410-5782

Director 2014/15

Alan Montgomery

510-278-8339

Jack Ellis

925-455-5429

Advisor
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YAMATO BONSAI KAI
P. O. Box 770
Union City, CA 94587-0770
Return Service Requested

Attention Postmaster:
Dated Material – Please Expedite
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