YAMATO BONSAI KAI

“FRIENDSHIP THROUGH

BONSAI”

Since 1968

Newsletter – July 2015
MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD
By Tony Hayworth

Hello Yamato Bonsai Club Members.

Refreshments – The monthly list for providing
refreshments at the Club meeting still has open slots for
2015. Please sign up by contacting myself or Sandy
Barron.

By Johnny Uchida

Dear Member.

AT THE NEXT CLUB MEETING…

This month’s heat can be harmful to our bonsai. We
must guard against extreme heat; it can do harm to our
trees that can’t be repaired.

“Open Workshop”

Water in the early morning or later afternoon. Avoid
late night watering as it can promote mildew and other
adverse conditions. Don’t waste water in this time of
drought.

On Tuesday, July 21st is …



SENSEI UCHIDA’S NOTES

Bring a tree for open workshop night. Don’t
forget your tools, wire and turntable (etc.)
Note: All Club Meetings start at 7:30 PM.

Reminder – Your support for coming Club functions
throughout the year is necessary.

EJCC Landscape Cleanup Days


Saturday December 5th, 8AM to 1PM

Save these dates for support of the club. Without your
contribution, we will not have a meeting location.

Remember to rotate your trees on the benches as you
want to make sure you have healthy branches and foliage
from all sides of your tree. A tree that is not rotated, I
relation to the sun, will have a weak side that is
unhealthy.
By now you should have a tree or two selected for the
Show this Fall. Don’t let the leaves get burned up over
the next couple of months!
A monthly fertilizing program is important. Use
organics when you can and supplement in between with
Miracle Grow or other such plan foods.
There should be no scheduled transplanting this month.

2015 Club Programs

See you at the meeting. Thank you.

Annual Exhibition – Mark your Calendars now – our
44th Annual Fall Show will be held on the third weekend
of October 2015 (17th & 18th).
Holiday Party – Karen, Sandy and Linda have
volunteered to be chairpersons for our Holiday Party.
Date will be January 9th, 2016.
More details later in the year.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Yamato Club Meeting Location

YAMATO FALL SHOW – UPDATE
By Tony Hayworth
By Mike Butler

Exhibition for 2015 will be October 17th and 18th at the
Southern Alameda County Buddhist Church, 32974
Alvarado-Niles Rd., Union City, CA 94587.

Fall Show & Exhibition Committee
Committee
Show Chairperson(s)

Overall coordinator for the Fall Show &
Exhibition

Hall Arrangements

Transportation Management (storage & tree
pickup/return)

Setup and Take Down
Vendors

Vendor Arrangement & Relationships

Contact and secure Vendors wishing to
participate
Advertising

Create an Advertising Strategy and execute it
Show, Room, Table Design & Layout
Front Desk
Provides for “Front Door” logistics.

greeting, literature handouts

tickets – for demo tree and consolation prize

tickets – for “tin can” raffle

security
Hospitality
Plan and run the Yamato kitchen and hospitably
room.

kitchen & serving room

signup sheet begin at the August meeting;
Yamato Plant Sales
Setup and run the annual Yamato Plant Sales
event.

Need a core team of helpers and a schedule
for manning the tables each day

Need at least three persons active in this
area at all times
Demo

plans trees for demonstration each day of
show

conducts the demo at the show
Dr. Bonsai

(committee write up to follow)
“Tin Can” Raffle Procurement & Execution

pre-organize & solicit materials

organize and or collect materials

Item set up & administration at Show
Consolation Prize

organize consolation prizes for give-a-way
after demo each day

Who
Mike Butler;
Tony Hayworth

Howard & Richard

Jack Ellis;
Dennis Hacker

Yamato Bonsai Kai monthly meetings are held at the
Eden Japanese Community Center, on the 3rd Tuesday of
each month, from 7:30PM.
Location Address: 710 Elgin Street San Lorenzo. CA.

YAMATO CLASSIFIEDS
Tony Hayworth;
open
Mike Baker; T.
Hayworth
Carol Campbell;
Casey Campbell

Sandy; Dave;
Emiko; Diana;
Linda

Pre-Bonsai and Bonsai - For Sale
I have many bonsai and pre-bonsai material for sale…
including some large landscape sized bonsai styled trees. I am
overstocked and want to move this material to a good home.
Is that you? I have a several pots for cheap also.
Contact Tony Hayworth early for best selection.
Phone: 510-289-5731 or bonsaicho@comcast.net

Notice: if you want to advertise something in this space,
please contact the Newsletter Committee or Board Member.

Raleigh W; Brian
C; Vince M.

2015 GSBF CONVENTION
Johnny Uchida

Dennis Hacker
Open

Open

GSBF Convention 38 – Riverside, California
Oct. 29 – Nov. 1, 2015
Bonsai Fusion: Where Tradition Meets Innovation
 Location: at the Riverside Convention Center,
3637 Fifth Street near Main.
 Headliners: Bjorn Bjorholm and John Wang.
 Guest Artists: David Nguy and Tak Shimazu.
Demonstrations, seminars, critiques, workshops, benefit
drawings, vendors, and much more.
More information available at www.GSBF2015.com.
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KEEP YOUR EYE ON BONSAI
By Tony Hayworth

I often talk about developing your eye for bonsai. One
thing I do as a habit/hobby is taking picture of bonsai
from calendars. The hard part is keeping track of them
and then remembering which ones I have already shared
with you.
Bonsai is a visual Art and you must be able to envision
the final product before you build the masterpiece. Sure,
developing certain skills with wiring, or how to use or
position your tool, etc., is learned along the way.
However unless you can visualize the journey, it will be
very hard to achieve it. Hang in there!
Here are some from a calendar I brought back from
Japan during my most recent trip in February 2014.
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the particular type of tree you own. I am here to
encourage you, so do not be afraid to ask me questions.

BONSAI BASIC
By Tony Hayworth

July and for the rest of the summer it is a great time to
enjoy your bonsai. As summer comes your trees will
start to settle down (slow down) and not develop or
throw out so much new growth. Stay on top of your
shaping and pruning and don’t let your deciduous trees
send out long shoots of new growth. If you need the
length for a new style would be the only reason to let it
go wild. Otherwise, after 2 or 3 internodes you should
trim it back. Do not be afraid to trim back your bonsai.
If you do not overcome this fear, your trees will not be
in proper shape and it will be difficult to call them
bonsai.
As summer comes, be careful as the combination of heat
and wind will certainly dry out and scorch your trees if
neglected. Be careful with the health and appearance of
the leaves on any trees you want in put into the Fall
show. Protect them against the summer heat and any
wind you might have wherever you live. The Bay Area
has such diverse climates, as for me… it is the afternoon
wind that causes me stress and burns up (dries up) the
leaves of my maples and other deciduous trees.
Since I use a course soil mixture for good drainage, I
water every day. In the summer months, I also water
appropriately a second time each day. Avoid watering in
mid-day when the sun is at its hottest. For me, I never
water after 11 am or before 5 pm. It works well for me
in my area and conditions. What works for you? Learn
it and your trees with be happy and reward you with
good growth and nice color.
This month continues to be a good month to pinch for
shape. As it gets warmer, its not best to perform any
direct overhead watering during the heat of the day.
Avoid late evening (after dark) watering as it promotes
unwanted pests and other negative conditions (like
mildew). And unless you have some sort of extreme
emergency, July is not a month for repotting. Feeding
each month is important.
The spring pine maintenance (de-candling and trimming)
should be done now. If you are tardy, your next chance
is in late October.

Remember to rotate your trees on the benches in your
display and growing areas. It you do not do this you will
end up with strong branches facing the sun and weak
branches (and growth) in the non-sun facing sides. Bugs
and disease like the weak sides too!
Lastly, look carefully for those hungry pests. Stay on top
of it and use slightly diluted formulas of pesticides as to
not damage your trees.
Bonsai Tip: as a tip this month, I want to introduce
discussion on bonsai since we have so many new
students. It’s also a good review for the veterans too.
WHAT IS BONSAI?
A bonsai is a tree or shrub that is grown in a pot or
similar container. To be considered a true bonsai, the
tree must have one of many specific shapes and be cared
for in a distinct style. This can only be achieved through
continuous care, pruning and shaping.
The art of bonsai was developed in the Far East, first in
China where miniature trees were planted in small
dishes. Later bonsai was exported outside of China, to
places like Taiwan, Thailand, Hong Kong and Japan.
Most experts believe Buddhist monks first took bonsai
from China to Japan in the 10th and 11th centuries.
During the Yuan dynasty (AD 1280-1368), Japanese
government officials and Japanese merchants started to
import and bring bonsai trees from China as gifts. There
is also documentation of a Chinese official who fled the
Manchus rule of China and went to Japan with his entire
bonsai collection and bonsai literature. His name was
Chu Shun-sui and through him, and his knowledge, the
spread of bonsai in Japan began.
It was during this time that the Japanese Samurai began
developing the Japanese art form of bonsai. Only
toward the end of the 1800’s did the art become a hobby.
At the Paris World’s Fair in 1878, the Japanese
introduced the art of bonsai to the West. Bonsai is now
enjoyed all over the world.
See you at the next Club meeting.
Remember… keep your eye on Bonsai.
Ask me if you have questions - Tony
Email bonsaicho@comcast.net
Phone 510-289-5731
evenings

I know it is hard to understand all the instructions and all
the names, the styles, etc… it does take some time. But
fundamentally you must pick up your scissors and know
the fundamentals of pruning (cutting and shaping) for
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GSBF CALENDAR OF EVENTS

October 24 – 25, 2015 Sacramento, California
Capital City Bonsai Association: 15th Annual Show

For a complete list, please refer to the Golden State Bonsai
Federation Calendar of Events at:

supporting GSBF Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt and

http://www.gsbf-bonsai.org

Park, 3330 McKinley Blvd. Hours are 10 AM – 5 PM Saturday

Sacramento bonsai clubs. Shepard Garden Center in McKinley
and 10 AM – 4 PM Sunday, with demonstration both days at
1:30 PM by sponsor clubs with bonsai benefit drawings to

August 22 – 23, 2015 Santa Rosa, California
Redwood Empire Bonsai Society (REBS): 32th Annual show
at the Santa Rosa Veterans building, 1351 Maple Ave. 10 AM

follow. Vendor and club sales throughout the show. For more
information contact Gary Judd at 916-622-8048
or juddbonsai@att.net .

– 5 PM Saturday and 10 AM – 4 PM Sunday with
demonstrations both days at 1 PM by club sensei Kathy
Shaner. Large exhibit of members’ trees, vendors’ sales room,
members’ sales room, raffle and silent auction. Free
admission, parking and treats. Contact Bob Shimon @ 707884-4126 or shimon@mcn.org

September 25 – 27, 2015

Portland, Oregon

The Artisans Cup held at The Portland Art Museum. The
Artisans Cup is the premier exhibition of American Bonsai. The
event will also feature select artisans who are creating
distinctive supporting elements such as ceramics, woodwork,
tools, and more. For further information, visit our website
at http://www.theartisanscup.com/.

September 26 – 27, 2015 Penryn, California
Sierra Bonsai Club: Club show in conjunction with Placer
Buddhist Church’s Annual Fall Food Festival. Hours are 11 AM
– 4 PM Saturday and 11 AM to 4 PM Sunday. Bonsai
demonstration by Scott Chadd in the afternoon, both days. For
more information contact Robin Knittle
at robin_knittle@yahoo.com or Gary Judd
at juddbonsai@att.net or 916-622-8048.

October 3 – 4, 2015 Thousand Oaks, California
Conejo Valley Bonsai Society: 12th Annual Bonsai Exhibition
at the Resource Center at the Gardens of the World, 2001
Thousand Oak Blvd. Hours are 9 AM – 4 PM both days with
demonstrations at 11 AM (Saturday) and 2 PM (Sunday) in the
Bandstand. Free Admission. For information, call Marj Branson
at 805-373-1330 or visit our web site at www.cvbs-bonsai.org.
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Member Contribution Forum

JAPAN CULTURE

The shepherd boy and the princes long ago fell in love at
first sight but were condemned to separation, except for
one night a year. Like many traditions, this one’s origin
is from China about the 5th century.
Japanese people gather with friends and family and gaze
into the sky at the stars. There are also fireworks on this
night across Japan.

By Tony Hayworth

In Japan during the month of July, there are many
cultural happenings.

Climb Fuji-san (Mount Fuji)
Fuji-san is one of the world’s most beautiful volcanic
cones and rises to 12,467ft (3776 meters). Official
climbing season is early July to mid-September. During
this time trails are open and the mountain is usually free
of snow, the weather is relatively mild, access by public
transportation is easy, and the mountain huts are
operating.
Climbing Fuji-san is very popular not only among
Japanese but also foreign tourists, who seem to make up
more than a third of all hikers. The peak season for
climbing is during school vacations which last from
around July 20 to the end of August.
Tens of thousands climb Fuji-san each year with the
custom becoming popular since 1910. So popular that
almost all Japanese have an ambition to reach the top of
Fuji-san, at least once in their lifetime! Fuji-san is
considered inactive with its last eruption in 1707.

Gion Matsuri
In Kyoto, the Gion Festival takes place in July.
It is the festival of Yasaka Shrine, and is the most
famous festival in Japan. It takes place over the entire
month of July. There are many different events, but the
grand procession of floats (Yamaboko Junko) on July 17
is particularly spectacular. Very enjoyable, are also the
festive evenings preceding the procession (Yoiyama).
From 2014, a second procession of floats was
reintroduced on July 24 after a hiatus of 48 years. The
second procession features fewer and smaller floats than
the one on July 17.

Climbers near the Summit

Tanabata
On July 7th (seventh month, seventh day) is Japans most
romantic festival, Tanabata Star Festival.
According to legend two lover stars Kengyu (Altar star)
and Shokuju (Vega star), which stand on opposite ends
of the Milky Way galaxy, are only allowed to meet for a
joyous reunion once a year on this date.
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ABOUT THE YAMATO BONSAI CLUB

CELEBRATIONS THIS MONTH …

The Yamato Bonsai Club has a long and distinguished
history in the Bay Area. In 1968, the club was founded
with six members including its first Sensei, Mr. Jimmy
Inadomi from the Castro Valley area. Its second sensei
was Mr. Juzaburo Furuzawa. Since 1976, the Yamato
Bonsai Club has been under the guidance of Sensei John
Uchida of Hayward.

A very “Happy Birthday” to:

The Yamato Bonsai Club meets each month at the Eden
Japanese Community Center, in San Lorenzo, on the
third Tuesday at 07:30 PM.

2nd – Barbara Wiles
18th – Karth Turnage
20th – David Pyle
Happy Anniversary and many more to come:
1st – Mike & Vicci Baker
17th – Jack & Gayle Ellis
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

YAMATO BONSAI KAI – 2015 BOARD

CONTACT US
If you need to mail anything to the club in general,
please send to:
YAMATO BONSAI KAI
P. O. Box 770
Union City, CA 94587-0770
If there is anything you would like to contribute or
comment on regarding the newsletter, contact Tony
Hayworth, at bonsaicho@comcast.net
If you have moved, or changed your email address, please
notify Yamato Bonsai Kai, so that we may update our contact
and mailing list information. Thank you.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Vice President

Tony Hayworth

510-289-5731

Mike Butler

510-917-3592

Secretary

Dennis Hacker

510-685-7273

Treasurer

Dave Barron

510-456-6799

Director 2015/16

Karen Paulos

510-410-5782

Director 2014/15

Alan Montgomery

510-278-8339

Jack Ellis

925-455-5429

Advisor

**WANTED **
We are looking for contributors to the Newsletter.

REFRESHMENTS
The club will have coffee at each meeting. We ask for
member volunteers to supply the treats. Below is the list
for this year with open positions. Please contact Sandy
Barron or Tony Hayworth to add your name to the list.
A minimum 3 volunteers each month to bring goodies
and snacks of some kind is requested. Thank you.
January
 open

May
 Emiko Rosenberg

September
 Richard Paulos

 open

 John Forsman

 open

 open

 Tony Hayworth

 open

February
 Diana Wong

June
 open

October
 Jack Ellis

 open

 open

 open

 open

 open

 open

March
 Brian Conway

July
 Tony Hayworth

November
 Dennis Hacker

 Alan Montgomery

 open

 open

 open

 open

 open

April
 Mike Butler

August
 Linda Crist

December
 Sandy Barron

 Tony Hayworth

 open

 open

 open

 open

 open
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If you would like to say something or contribute with
pictures and captions (etc.), please contact Tony
Hayworth.
All contributions are due in writing (electronic
transmission) by the first work day of the month.
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YAMATO BONSAI KAI
–– MEMBERSHIP REQUEST FORM ––
Date of Request:
( mm / dd / yr )
Membership
Year:

Request Type:

20____

[ ] Renewal

[ ] New

Email ID:
( required to receive the club newsletter )

Membership Request
Instructions
Enter appropriate information in the provided
form. Return this request form and payment in
person to the club Treasurer at the next club
meeting or return by mail to:
YAMATO BONSAI KAI
P. O. Box 770
Union City, CA 94587-0770
To continue your membership and to receive the
newsletter uninterrupted, please respond with
this membership request form by 28 February.
Make checks payable to “Yamato Bonsai Kai”.

First Name(s):

Notes

Last Name:

Annual Membership:
* Address:

$45

(same household)

Email = Required for Newsletter distribution

*Address, Phone = is only required on New
Requests or if you have changed your details in
the last year

* Phone:
** Birthday
mm/dd:
** Anniversary
mm/dd:

**= Birthday & Anniversary = Optional. Used
(optional - only for newsletter congratulatory message )

only for newsletter congratulatory announcement

(optional - only for newsletter congratulatory message )
Note: enter spouse name if not entered above in
membership request

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

Form Revision: 18 Nov 2012 v1
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YAMATO BONSAI KAI
P. O. Box 770
Union City, CA 94587-0770
Return Service Requested

Attention Postmaster:
Dated Material – Please Expedite
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