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YAMATO  BONSAI  KAI 
“FRIENDSHIP THROUGH BONSAI” 

Since 1968 
 

Newsletter – March 2013  
 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD 
By Tony Hayworth   

Hello Yamato Bonsai Club members. 

The Club Board recently met to review the 2013 

membership drive, club finances and to launch our plans 

for the 2013 annual club Show and Exhibition. 

Membership Status 

As of the end of February, we have 48 members; 45 paid 

and 3 Honorary.  We have 14 generally active members 

from last year which are not yet current on their 

membership.  Once this milestone occurs, we will be 

right back at last year’s level.  Overall, the prompt pace 

of renewal is excellent which allows us to update rosters, 

distribution lists and insurance forms with less rework.  

For those not current, please try to do so before the end 

of March. 

Finances 

The Treasury report is solid.  We have approx  $8k 

available (slightly down from prior year).  Full details 

are available to any club member on request.   

Annual Show and Exhibition  

Planning is well underway for this year’s show and 

exhibition.  Weekend remain the same, the 3
rd

 weekend 

of October 2013.  Date are the 19
th
 & 20

th
 this year. 

Additionally, the Board has voted to have a co-headliner 

for Saturday’s demo with Sensei Uchida.  And we will 

try a few other committee differences with format and 

operations.  These details will develop over the next few 

months and be available then. 

Committees – for this year, we have (so far) decided on 

the several committees.  We need volunteers, so look 

over the list, (contained later in this newsletter), and 

jump in before you are drafted.   

Refreshments at Club Meetings 

Reminder – please take a look at the Refreshment List 

later in this newsletter.  There are several open slots that 

need volunteers to step forward.  For the open slots, let 

me know where I can count on you.  Thanks.  

See you at the next meeting. 

 

AT THE NEXT CLUB MEETING… 

On Tuesday, March 19th is 
“Special Demo Night” 

Sensei Uchida will do a special demo with an 
Azalea.  The resulting composition will be 

included in the club raffle at the end of the 
meeting.  Don’t miss this event! 

Additionally, we will conduct Q&A with 
seasonally appropriate topics.  Bring a tree for 

show & tell or assistance. 

Raffle at end of meeting;  

Bring donations if you like. 

Note: All Club Meetings start at 7:30 PM. 

 

 

Club Meeting Location  

 

Yamato Bonsai Kai monthly meetings are held at the 

Eden Japanese Community Center.  

Location Address: 710 Elgin Street San Lorenzo. CA. 
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SENSEI  UCHIDA’S  NOTES 
By Johnny Uchida 

Dear Member – For bonsai this is one of the nicest 

weather we get. Not very often. Now is the best time to 

repot deciduous and evergreen trees.  I know that you all 

know how to mix soil.  All material needs to be nice and 

dry. Also very good time to repot satsuki azaleas. 

At the March meeting I will be demonstrating how to 

repot Satsuki Azalea. But I know it takes too much time.   

Repotting is almost the same as other deciduous tree, cut 

roots about 50%, but shaping of every tree is different. 

So watch carefully, not like other trees. They are not as 

easy as you think they are. Trees are very easy to break 

branches.  So I will show you how to handle branches.  

I know many you have Satsuki azaleas. Please bring 

them to the meeting. If you know the rules of shape the 

tree right, it will make a big difference. 

One more very important thing, don’t give water too 

much. Just a little water so tree is very flexible, so you 

can bend easily. 

See you at the meeting. 

Thank You. 

YAMATO BONSAI KAI – 2013 BOARD 
President 

Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 

Director   2012/13 
Director   2012/13 

Director   2013/14  
Director   2013/14 

Advisor 

Tony Hayworth 
Mike Butler 
Dennis Hacker 
Dave Barron 
Brad Sheldon 
Raleigh Wills 

Karen Paulos 
Lucky Crist 
Jack Ellis  

510-289-5731 
510-917-3592 
510-685-7273 
510-456-6799 
510-888-1139 
925-519-0478 

510-410-5782 
510-276 4043 
925-455-5429 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

ABOUT THE YAMATO BONSAI CLUB 
The Yamato Bonsai Club has a long and distinguished 

history in the Bay Area.  In 1968, the club was founded 

with six members including its first Sensei, Mr. Jimmy 

Inadomi from the Castro Valley area.  Its second sensei 

was Mr. Juzaburo Furuzawa.  Since 1976, the Yamato 

Bonsai Club has been under the guidance of Sensei John 

Uchida of Hayward.  

The Yamato Bonsai Club meets each month at the Eden 

Japanese Community Center, in San Lorenzo, on the 

third Thursday at 07:30 PM. 

 

REFRESHMENTS  
The club will have coffee at each meeting.  We ask for 

member volunteers to supply the treats.  Below is the list 

for this year with open positions.  Please contact Sandy 

Barron or Tony Hayworth to add your name to the list. 

A minimum 3 volunteers each month to bring goodies 

and snacks of some kind is requested.  Thank you.   

 
January 

 Richard Paulos 

 Mike Butler 

 open 

May 

 Brian Conway 

 Howard Correa 

 Al Shurtleff 

September 

 Karen Paulos 

 open 

 open 

February 

 Dennis Hacker 

 Raleigh Wills 

 Tony Hayworth 

June 

 open 

 open 

 open 

October 

 Mike Baker 

 Jack Ellis 

 open 

March 

 Brad Sheldon 

 open 

 open 

July 

 open 

 open 

 open 

November 

 Mike Baker 

 open 

 open 

April 

 Diana Wong 

 Tony Hayworth 

 open 

August 

 Lucky Crist 

 open 

 open 

December 

 Sandy Barron 

 open 

 open 

 

CELEBRATIONS THIS MONTH … 
A very “Happy Birthday” to:  

3
rd

   – Maria Sargent 

24
th
 – Tom Walker 

30
th
 – Brad Sheldon 

 

Happy Anniversary and many more years to come: 

4
th
 – Gerry & Paulette Bundy 

14
th
 – Dennis & MaryEllen Hawkins 

 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

CONTACT US 
If you need to mail anything to the club in general, 

please send to:  

YAMATO BONSAI KAI 

P. O. Box 770 

Union City, CA 94587-0770 

If there is anything you would like to contribute or 

comment on regarding the newsletter, contact Tony 

Hayworth, at bonsaicho@comcast.net  

If you have moved, or changed your email address, please 

notify Yamato Bonsai Kai, so that we may update our contact 

and mailing list information.   Thank you. 

 

mailto:bonsaicho@comcast.net
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YAMATO FALL SHOW – UPDATE 
By Tony Hayworth 

With several new members the last couple of years, we 

will start early on informing you of the events, roles and 

responsibilities for the Fall Show. 

First and foremost, it’s about the Trees.  We want 

everyone to start now and identify at least couple of trees 

that you would like to work with this year.  The goal is 

to develop them over the remaining month to make them 

show ready. As show time nears, you can select the best 

for the Exhibition.  All members are encouraged to have 

at least one tree for the event.  Start early and make sure 

you are doing everything necessary to ensure your 

selection is ready for this event. 

Committees 

We are changing our ticketing and admission policies 

this year.  Admission will be free and we will NOT be 

preselling printed tickets.  Instead, we will be selling roll 

tickets for the Demo and for the silent auction draws.  As 

these details are finalized in the weeks forward, those 

details will be shared via this newsletter and at club 

meetings. 

We need several leaders to make of the different 

committee chairs.  Take a look and raise your hand.  

Also, each leader needs a backup and or assistant.  If an 

area interests you, please let Mike Butler or Tony 

Hayworth know. 

COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS & CONTACTS 

Committee Leader 

Show Chairperson 

 Hall Arrangements 

 Transportation Management 
(storage & tree pickup/return) 

Mike Butler 

Vendors Jack Ellis 

Advertising Open 

Hospitality  

 kitchen & serving room 

Sandy Barron & Diana Wong 

Front Desk  

 greeting, literature handouts 

 tickets – demo tree, consolation 

 tickets – silent auction  

 security 

Lucky Crist 

Setup and Take Down 

(Saturday / Sunday) 

Open 

Show, Room & Table Layout Michael Baker 

Yamato Plant Sales Open 

Awards & Recognition Dennis Hacker 

Demo Johnny Uchida  

Committee Leader 

(Saturday & Sunday)  

Silent Auction Procurement 

(pre-organize & solicit materials) 

(item set up & administration) 

open 

Workshop 

(Sunday AM) 

open 

Door Prize  

(organize consolation prizes for give-
a-way after demo each day) 

TBD 

Contact Mike Butler or Tony Hayworth for any of the open 

committees’ assignments.  We need volunteers to get the job done.   

All committee leaders need a designated backup or sub-

leader. 

Please ask any committee leader what you can do to 

help.  We need volunteers to get the job done.   

 

Member Contribution Forum 

 

HISTORY OF A CALIFORNIA JUNIPER 
By Tony Hayworth  

This month I want to tell you a story about a tree, its 

history from collection to pre-bonsai stage.  Someday I 

hope it can be a really nice Bonsai.  For now, I am happy 

with the progress and want to share it with you. 

I often tell you to take pictures of your trees and chart 

your progress over the years.  I am about to give you a 

visual lesson on that.  It started recently when I was 

having a storage issue on my computer. Once I got it 

sorted out, I noticed I had 17,130 bonsai pictures on my 

hard drive!!   I’ve been taking digital pics since 

December 2002.  Having the pictures make the story 

real! 

California Juniper 
I recently completed a major rework of a California 

Juniper I collected in 2004.  Now, here is the story. 

I estimate this tree to be about 250 to 300 years old.  It 

was collected 20 feed down the side of a trail, into a dry 

creek bed.  The steep angle made the collection quite 

difficult.  The tree had baseball bat sized spirals out the 

top, about 12 to 15 feet high.  Needless to say, they were 

cutoff in the field. 
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2004-12-04    
Collection starts in the high desert region outside of 
Mojave California.  View near the top, looking back 
down the valley leading to the Junipers collection 
area. 
 

 
2004-12-04   California Juniper dig at Mojave, CA. 
 

 
Example of a tree before collections 

 
Example after collection, as resting in the field… 
and what you actually collect and take home.   
 

 
2004-12-04   Arrival at Union City, CA.    
Laid out on the lawn after our arrive in the middle 
of the night from the drive back.   
 
The roots are packed with moist sphagnum moss in 
the field, rapped with plastic and bound tight with 
string to keep the air out and the roots from drying 
out.  On the 6+ hour drive home from the Mojave, 
the tree foliage is sprayed often with water to keep 
the tree alive.  
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2004-12-05    
Here is the entire haul from this particular dig.    
7 keepers!! 
 
 

 
This is what they look like cleaned up and potted in 
pumice. 
 
 
 

 
2004-12-05   First Potting (in 100% Pumice)   
Not much foliage – but there is not much root 
either.  So it’s a balance that keeps it alive. 
 

 

 Cola can is for scale.    
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2005-01-17    
5-weeks into the process (its still green)!!    
During the initial 3 months, the tree is watered, 
both roots and foliage AT LEAST twice a day. 
 
Sometimes I hear people say that they loose 50% 
of their trees.  To me, there are two critical places 
that are factors.  1).  During the drive home, the 
roots are not air tight and they don’t spray their 
trees, and  2). During the first 3 or 4 months, they 
let the tree go dry.   
 
 

 
2005-09-18    
10 month checkup – all is well 
 
 

 
2006-03-15     
At the 15 month mark, tree is doing fine. 
 
 

 
2006-05-19    
A lot of progress during the spring of 2006. 
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2006-11-24    
By Thanksgiving the tree had really done well. 
Notice I did not stress the tree my nipping at the 
ends.  On a collected tree, I don’t believe in that. 
 
 

2007-05-07    
Relocated the tree to the other side of the yard 

 
2007-05-07    
I began the initial shaping.  Notice the major cuts. 
 
 

 
2007-07-28    
Significant growth continues   
(more sunshine on this side of the yard). 
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2008-04-19    
Completed the 1st significant shaping.  Trying to 
discover a bonsai tree within. 
 
 

 
2008-12-14    
Eight months of rebound growth after the initial 
shaping 
 
 

 
2009-03-22    
After 4+ years, it is now planted in a bonsai pot 
with a very porous bonsai soil.  This mixture is 60% 
pumice, 30% lava and 10% Akadama. 
 
 

 
2009-08-22    
A solid season of growth put on the tree.  The tree 
will benefit from the fresh soil mix and root 
pruning. 
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2010-05-03    
Progressing well, about ready for another hard 
shaping. 
 
 

 
2011-07-18    
The “before” getting ready for a light clean up  

 
2011-07-18    
The “after” of the light clean up.  It may be hard to 
tell from these pics, but I thinned the tree from a 
lot of the bar growth and the up and down growth 
on the branches. 
A major shaping was about to take place the next 
day. 
 
 
 

 
2011-10-30    
3-months after the major shaping and wiring  
(unfortunately this is the back side of the tree!) 
 
After this shaping, the tree was allowed to rest for 
several months and regain its strength. 
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2013-02-28  – before pic of major shaping#2.   
 
Notice the drastic tilt of the tree now.  For the last 
20 months, since the July 2011 shaping, the tree 
has been resting at nearly a 40 degree tilt to the 
right.  This angle take advantage of the greatest 
width of the trunk line and makes the tree more 
stable.  This will be the new angle of repotting in 
the future. 
 
 

 
2013-03-05     
After major shaping #2.   
Shaping completed during 4 work session over a 5 
day period.  Total hours of effort = 17 hours. 

 
2013-02-28  – before pic of major shaping#2. 
 
I did not do much with the tree from the July 2011 
session until March 2013.     
(let’s just call this period the “lost 20 months” 
period) 
 
Below reflect the major rework and wiring. 
 
 

 
2013-03-05     
After major shaping #2.   
It’s going to be a beauty!!   The tree will set 
undisturbed in its current location for a full year, 
maybe more before transplanting into the correct 
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potting angle.  It may take two transplanting’s to 
achieve this drastic angle change.   
 
Unfortunately in my initial 2004 potting, I did not 
visualize the best angle of the trunk.  With 
assistance from several sources, I have arrived at 
this angel… but who know, I may change my mind 
later.  That is what I love the most about bonsai.   
I can listen to any and everyone’s input, but then I 
get to do what I want at the end of the day!!   
 
And now, it’s the beginning! 
 

Remember… keep your eye on Bonsai. 

Ask me if you have questions - Tony 

Email   bonsaicho@comcast.net     
Phone   510-289-5731     evenings 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

**WANTED ** 
We are looking for contributors to the 

Newsletter.   

If you would like to say something or 
contribute with pictures and captions (etc.), 

please contact Tony Hayworth.   

All contributions are due in writing 
(electronic transmission) by the first work 

day of the month. 

 

 

GSBF CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
For a complete list, please refer to the Golden State Bonsai 

Federation Calendar of Events at:  

http://www.gsbf-bonsai.org/gsbfcal.html  

 

  

mailto:bonsaicho@comcast.net
http://www.gsbf-bonsai.org/gsbfcal.html
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YAMATO BONSAI KAI 
– 2013 CALENDAR OF EVENTS   – 

The remaining activities planned for this year: 

Month Date – Event Name 

APR 

 

13
th

 – Board Meeting   @ 09:00AM   

16
th

 – Club Meeting   @ 07:30PM   

 Instruction Night 

Bring you Deciduous or Pine bonsai for instruction 
night.  Lecture on shaping and care for deciduous or 
pine bonsai will be conducted my Sensei, Mike and 
Tony. 

We will conduct Q&A with seasonally appropriate 
topics.  Bring a tree for rework or suggestions. 

MAY 

 

11
th

 – Board Meeting   @ 09:00AM 

18
th

  – EJCC Landscape Cleanup   

 (8AM – Noon) 

21
st
  – Club Meeting   @ 07:30PM 

 Special Demo by Uchida sensei 

Sensei Uchida will do a special demo.  The resulting 
composition will be included in the club raffle at the 
end of the meeting.  Don’t miss this one. 

Additionally, we will conduct Q&A with seasonally 
appropriate topics.  Bring a tree for rework 
suggestions or just to share your work with others.  

Raffle at end of meeting; bring donations if you like. 

JUN 

 

8
th

 & 9
th
 – Support EJCC Bazaar    

18
th

  – Club Meeting   @ 07:30PM 

 Workshop Night 

A general workshop night during the Club meeting. 
Focus will be on Pruning and Styling.  Bring a tree 
and let’s get hands on with it. 

No Raffle. 

JLY 

 

13
th

  – Board Meeting   @ 09:00AM 

16
th

  – Club Meeting   @ 07:30PM 

 Instruction Night 

Focus will be on summer care.  Care in sun, wind, 
growth cycle, pest prevention and fertilizing needs 
will be addressed. 

Bring you bonsai for review and discussion 
examples. 

Raffle at end of meeting; bring donations if you like. 

AUG 

 

20
th

  – Club Meeting   @ 07:30PM  

 General Show-n-Tell night 

 Swap Meet night 

Bring your tree for Show & Tell   (pre-show preview 
– let’s see what you are working on). 

Swap meet night – buy, sell & trade. 

No Raffle 

Month Date – Event Name 

SEP 

 

14
th

  – Board Meeting   @ 09:00AM 

17
th

  – Club Meeting   @ 07:30PM 

 Special Demo by Uchida sensei 

Johnny will again do a quick cleanup demo on a fine 
quality tree and turn it over to the club raffle at the 
end of the meeting.  You will not want to miss this 
opportunity.   

Additionally, it’s “Show Time” preparation lecture. 
Dai selection; setup and other preparation details 
shared.   

Bring your tress that you have been preparing for 
final review by Sensei. 

OCT 

 

15
th

  – Club Meeting   @ 07:30PM  

 Pre Show Briefing 

Final review of Show details and everyone 
responsibility in support of the Show.  

No raffle 

 

19
th

 – 20
th
  43rd Annual Bonsai Show & 

Exhibition 

NOV 

 

16
th

  – Board Meeting   @ 09:00AM 

19
th

  – Club Meeting   @ 07:30PM 

 Instruction Night 

 Annual Elections 

Topic for this month’s meeting is “winterizing”.  
Bring your trees and seasonal questions about 
winter and the coming dormant season. 

Also, a recap of the Annual Show.  

Annual Board elections will be held. 

Raffle at end of meeting; bring donations if you like. 

 

23rd  – EJCC Landscape Cleanup    

 (8AM – Noon) 

DEC 

 

7
th

  – Holiday Party 

  06:30 PM   

 (place TBD) 

17
th

 – Club Meeting 

 General discussion; Year in Review 

Winter silhouette – bring your deciduous trees for a 
winter time look at its structure, etc.  

Raffle at end of meeting; bring donations if you like. 
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