YAMATO BONSAI KAI
“FRIENDSHIP THROUGH BONSAI”
Since 1968

Newsletter – January 2011
bags or what ever your capability will allow. We
would never put anyone as risk during the
cleanup.

MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD
By Tony Hayworth–

President

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Hello Yamato Club Members. Akemashite
Omedetou-gozaimasu. (Happy New Year).

AT THE NEXT CLUB MEETING…

The above is the traditional Japanese New Year
greeting. It is used on family, colleagues,
friends and acquaintances during the first time
you see them in the New Year… and only in the
first 10 days or 2 weeks of the year. It would
be quite awkward to greet your Japanese friends
this way at the end of January.
As we begin 2011 I am requesting any and all
input that you may have on the Club, your likes
and dislikes, things you would like to do, ideas
on any topic, etc, etc. Send to me online at bonsaicho@comcast.net or call me any evening at
510-289-5731. Your input will be confidential
and valued.

On Tuesday, January 17th, Sensei Uchida will
discuss Grafting (tsugiki) technique, deciduous
tree pruning & dormant spraying. Preparing for
the transplanting season. . Don’t miss this club
meeting event.

Note: New Location and time

PLACE: Eden Japanese Community Center,
710 Elgin Street, San Lorenzo, CA
Note: Club Meetings start at 7:30 PM.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

New P.O. Box - We will be moving the Yamato
PO box to the Union City main Post Office. The
new details are: PO Box 770, Union City, CA.
94587-0770. We will leave the old box in place
for a couple of month while we transition to the
new.
EJCC Garden Clean Up Event
The weather and schedules have delayed this
event from November and December. The new
date is Saturday, 22 January, from 8AM to
1PM. We need your help in doing a landscape
cleanup of our new monthly meeting location. I
recognize that everyone might not be able to
pitch in and do this type of work. That’s okay do
not worry. You can come and give moral support
or help with coffee and simply hand out trash
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Japanese Maple from Japan

kai (club) and the many benefits and activities of
the membership.
To name a few:
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Meeting Location Reminder
Our monthly club meetings are now held at the
Eden Japanese Community Center. The location
address is 710 Elgin Street San Lorenzo.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ELECTION RESULTS 2011
By Jack Ellis

The election of Officers and Board members of
Yamato Bonsai Kai was finalized at the monthly
meeting in December.
The following were elected:
Tony Hayworth - President
Karen Paulos Vice-President
Dave Baron - Treasurer
Dennis Hacker - Board Member (2 Years)
Dennis Hawkins - Board Member (2 Years

Elsewhere in this newsletter is the member renewal form. Dues are the same as last year,
$45 for a single membership and $55 for a family membership regardless of the number of family members as long as they are living in the
same household.

THIS JUST IN

Carl Osterholm and Brad Sheldon remain as
Board Members Through December 31, 2011.
The Office of Secretary remains open . The
President will appoint a new Secretary to fill the
vacancy
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DRIVE
By Tony Hayworth–

President

At this time we begin our 2011 annual membership renewal. It is a great time to remind prospective friends or neighbors about the bonsai
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The January/February issue of Golden Statements Magazine included a gallery of photos
from last year’s Yamato Fall Exhibition. A big
thank you to George Haas who came to our
show and provided pictures for Golden Statements. You can check out the magazine in print
version sold at Grove Way Nursery, or on the
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web at http://www.gsbf-bonsai.org.
We also have some great pictures from the show
that we will be sharing with the club. This month
we are featuring some of the great shots Vincent
Monasterio took later on in the newsletter.

YAMATO FALL SHOW
By Vincent Monasterio

SENSEI UCHIDA’S NOTES
By Johnny Uchida –

Club Sensei

Happy New Year! I was at Lake Tahoe from
Jan 3 – 5 and if you want to talk about cold,
it was like 8 or 6 or 5 degrees. Here in the
Bay Area its much warmer than up
there. Also, 2 to 3 foot of snow on the roofs,
night time driving was very dangerous.
The cold weather now is a good time to
prune all deciduous bonsai and follow that
with your dormant spraying. Its better to be
cold day than a nice day for these
sprays. After that we get ready for the transplanting season.
Soil material has to be dry before you prepare it. Decide which trees you are going to
transplant this year and do the deciduous
trees first and then followed by the conifers,
is the general rule. We all going to have a
lot of work to do soon. With some work you
may have a future show tree. It requires
very special attention to make a show
tree. Be careful this year and make a good
show tree.
Soon there will be many bonsai shows in the
spring. Try to make time to get out and see
other shows this year. This is very important,
the more you see other trees and shows the
more you learn. So try to get out and see
the shows.
I will see you at the meeting.
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sage for a healthier tree.
If you have any instructions that talk about fertilizing this month, please re-think this. I cannot
think of anything or any reason to fertilize during
late December or early January. As your tree
wakes up in February, then you can fertilize.
Transplanting: Transplanting is out this month is
my rule. I know others that do it, but its tricky
and risky. You choose. What you can do is get
your soil mixtures all prepared for the coming
months. At the January club meeting Sensei
Uchida will lecture on the subject of Soil and soil
mixtures. Preparing this now will save you time
in late February and through the rest of the
transplanting season. This is when you will be
working like a gopher using up all the soil mixtures you have prepared!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Bonsai Basic
By Tony Hayworth
Caring for and enjoying bonsai at this time of the
year can also be awkward. I say this because
you might think there is not much to do or the
weather suggests to you that its cold and nothing is growing, etc… so therefore there is not
much to do (and I would rather stay inside a
warm house).
Let me remind you of some of the things you
need to do and consider at this time of the year.
Make sure your trees are not getting over watered. If there has been rain, check that it is
getting into the pot and down into root system. Sometimes a dense canopy can fend off
light rain from getting down into the roots. If
your soil is porous you have less to worry
about. But still, do not over water during the
dead of winter. Do not just automatically water
everything everyday. Check your trees and see
if they are still wet from the previous watering or
rain. If they are, give them a break. A rule of
watering is water heavily when you water… but
wait to water again only after the soil is dry (not
complete dried out!). Avoid root rot is my mes-

Wire: Check it each week this month and
next. If it looks tight at all, or has been on for 6
– 9 months or more, it should come off now. As
the swell and growth of spring comes on, it will
surely dig in to the bark as the tree comes out of
its hibernation. You can always reapply wire
later if the shape does not hold after you remove
it. If you are putting on new wire this month or
next, then please do not put it on tightly. Make
it have control and purpose, but there is no need
to crank it on the limb or branch.
Pests: Your deciduous trees should be attended
to with a dormant disease control product with
lime-sulfur in it. It is a good time to treat deadwood areas with the lime-sulfur too. Make sure
you do it in the morning and the sun is out for
the rest of the day. Key is to get it dry as fast
as possible after it is applied. Check all other
types of trees for mold and pests.
If you have any heavy or thick moss about your
trees… now is a good time to strip off some of
it. Thick moss climbing up the trunk of a tree is
not good for it.
It is a great time to clean up your pots. Don’t
wait until show time, as many trees may never
get to a show. I recall being in Omiya’s Bonsai
village several years ago at the New Year holiday
and witnessed first hand all the hard work going
on to clean up the pots at this time of the
year. Learn to take care of your pots as they
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are an investment too.
The shaping of deciduous trees should take
place this month. This is critical as they are dormant and bare and you can see what you are
doing. These instructions are for normal shaping. Any drastic shaping should come later in
the growing cycle.
Keep your display and growing areas free of debris and dead or fallen leaves. A clean area is
healthier and does not tend to breed pests.

www.gsbf- bonsai.org/lake-merritt/NewHome.htm or
phone: Randi Keppeler 650-598-0127
March 19 20
Palo Alto, California
Kusamura Bonsai Club: 51st Annual Show at the
Lucie Stern Community Center, 1305 Middlefield
Road. Admission is free. Show hours are Saturday:
12-Noon to 5PM, and Sunday: 10AM-5PM. There will
be demonstrations, raffles, and club member tree
sales both days. Guest Demonstrator to be announced. For more information, contact Jerry Carpenter at 408-557-0166; 408-823-9525 or
jcsf1090@comcast.net

GSBF CALENDAR OF EVENTS
(For a more complete list, please refer to Golden
Statements calendar of events or visit the web site at
www.gsbf-bonsai.org).
Some nearby scheduled events are:
January 15-16
Pleasanton, California
Bay Island Bonsai: Annual Bonsai Exhibit. Hall of
Commerce, Alameda County Fairgrounds, 4501 Pleasanton Avenue. Admission $ 5.00. Free Parking.
Same great auction on Saturday, with preview at
Noon and auction at1 PM. NEW: Numerous bonsai
education programs all day on Sunday. Guided tours
of the exhibit on both Saturday and Sunday. Benefit
Drawing (need not be present to win). The largest
number of vendors ever. Hours: 10AM-4PM, both Saturday and Sunday. For more information: (510) 9195042 or www.bayislandbonsai.com

YAMATO CLASSIFIEDS
Notice: if you want to advertise something in this space,
please compose your text and contact the Newsletter Editor.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

THIS MONTH …
A very Happy Birthday to:
January
14th - Al Shurtleff
21st – Evan Robertson
21st – Rick Paulos
29th - Winnie DeDora
Happy Anniversary and many more
26th – Lucky and Linda Crist

February 26-27
Oakland, California
GSBF Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt: Mammoth Fundraiser, 2011 at the Lakeside Garden Center, 666
Bellevue Avenue. Saturday (Feb 26), Auction of fabulous bonsai, 1PM-4PM with preview at 12-Noon. Sunday (Feb 27), Mammoth Fundraiser and Bazaar, 9AM4PM. Round Robin Demonstrations at 1:30PM by Collection Curator, Kathy Shaner and Team. Vendors, a
large consignment sale of bonsai and bonsai related
items, and several raffle drawings throughout the
day. For general information email:
www.bonsailakemerritt@gmail.com, website:
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2011 Yamato Bonsai Kai

[ ] Renewal

[ ] New

*= Address, Phone & Email Contact are
only required on New Requests or if you have
changed your details in the last year
**= Birthday & Anniversary = Optional.
Used only for newsletter congratulatory announcement

[ ] Single

[ ] Family

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

–– MEMBERSHIP REQUEST FORM ––
Request Type:
Membership
Type:
First Name(s):

CONTACT US
If you need to mail anything to the club in general, please send to:

Last Name:

YAMATO BONSAI KAI
P. O. Box 2616
Castro Valley, CA 94546-2616

* Address:

If there is anything you would like to contribute
or comment on regarding the newsletter, contact the editor, Noah Hanna, at
noah@invalidargument.com

* Phone:

If you have moved, or changed your email address, please notify Yamato Bonsai Kai, so that
we may update our contact and mailing list information. Thank you.

* Email Contact:
** Birthday
mm/dd:
** Anniversary
mm/dd:

(enter spouse name if single membership)

Instructions
Enter appropriate information in the provided form. Return this request form in person to the next club meeting
or return by mail to:
YAMATO BONSAI KAI
P. O. Box 2616
Castro Valley, CA 94546-2616
To continue your membership and to receive the newsletter uninterrupted, please respond with your membership
request form by 28 February.
Make checks payable to “Yamato Bonsai Kai”.
Notes
Single = $45
Family = $55 (same household)
Email = requested for Newsletter distribution
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YAMATO BONSAI KAI
P. O. Box 2616
Castro Valley, CA 94546-2616

Return Service Requested

Attention Postmaster:
Dated Material – Please Expedite
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