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Newsletter – October 2010
put anyone as risk during the cleanup. If 20 November is by some chance raining, then we will
use 21 November as a backup day. Start time is
08:00 AM and we should be winding up by 12:30
or 1PM if we have a good turn out. More details
in the November Newsletter and at the November
meeting. Please save this date.

MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD
By Tony Hayworth–

President

I am excited to announce that as of our October club
meeting we will hold our monthly meetings at the
Eden Japanese Community Center. The location address is 710 Elgin Street San Lorenzo.
rd

Highlights – meeting night will remain the 3 Tuesday of the Month but the official start time is now
07:30 PM. As there will be Taiko drum practice
before us, try not to arrive before 07:15. We will
setup tables and get underway by 07:30. We will
not be rushed to leave so we can stay until 10pm
or even more if we need to.
Space – the meeting area is at least twice if not three
times larger plus it has a separate kitchen for our
coffee and snacks. This will be convenient for
side conversations, etc. It also has a separate
lobby area. This lighting is much better than our
current location.
Workshops – the Community Center board will allow us to schedule extra bonsai nights on a first
come basis. In the past we would hold a couple
of events a year. The center has a tile floor so it’s
not such an issue to do re-potting as long as we
clean up after ourselves. I will be working out a
schedule for these in the future as I plan 2011
events.
Community Center Clean Up – In exchange for
using the center, we volunteer to help maintain
the front landscape. At the October 2nd Board
meeting we have decided on Saturday, 20 November 2010 as our first effort. I recognize that
everyone might not be able to pitch in and do this
type of work. That is okay so do not worry. You
can come and give moral support or help with
coffee and simply hand out trash bags or what
ever your capability will allow. We would never
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If you have any questions or need further information,
drop me a note or call me.
Here is the Google Maps link for those that are computer savvy: http://maps.google.com/maps?
q=710+Elgin+Street,+San+Lorenzo,+CA+94580&ie=
UTF8&hq=&hnear=710+Elgin+St,+San+Lorenzo,+A
lameda,+California+94580&ll=37.691903,122.122221&spn=0.017285,0.038581&z=15
Other Items:
Holiday Party
Save the date - We will hold our annual holiday party
dinner on either the first or second Saturday in December. More details to follow.
2011 Elections
If you are interested in a position on the Yamato
Board for 2011 and beyond, please identify yourself
to me.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

AT THE NEXT CLUB MEETING…
On Tuesday, October 19th, Sensei Uchida will review the Yamato show. Don’t miss this club meeting
event.

Note: New Location and time for October
PLACE: Eden Japanese Community Center,
710 Elgin Street, San Lorenzo, CA
Note: Club Meetings start at 7:30 PM.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Page 1 of 9

CLUB DEMONSTRATION SCHEDULE—2010
November 16– Demonstration on collected trees,
how to carve trunks and branches
December 21 – Pruning and shaping deciduous trees

SENSEI UCHIDA’S NOTES
By Johnny Uchida –

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

YAMATO FALL SHOW UPDATE
By Mike Butler

The 39th Annual Yamato Bonsai Show is only a few
days away. I have been in contact with Sensei and
have been requested to advise everyone that we are
running out of time to bring in your show trees for
approval. Please bring them to Grove Way Nursery.
We still need members to assist in either or both the
Hospitality area and the Plant Sale area. I will be asking you at the show to assist.
Again to those who may have forgotten. We are starting setup on Saturday the 16th at 6 AM, so if you can
please be there. Also as a reminder ticket sales is your
clubs only fund raiser for the year. So, please sell or
buy the 10 tickets that you were given--more if you
would like.
We can always use donations for the Silent Auction
and for door prizes after the demonstrations. We will
also have plenty of room at the Yamato plant sale
booth. If you have not gotten the form and tags for
your sale trees they will be available at the show.
Hope to see you all at the show.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
GETTING READY FOR THE FALL SHOW
Y

We need everyone’s help for the Show setup. Many
of us will be there from 06AM and I would like to
request that you arrive no later that 07AM to help us
with table coverings and backdrops, etc. There is always a task that needs a volunteer.
KEY REMINDER

Club Sensei

Dear member, this month is our fall show, is everybody ready? This is a fall show so make sure there are
a lot of colorful trees. This is our show, let’s make it a
good one. Please everybody help with the setup. Have
fun and enjoy yourself.

By Tony Hayworth

Our annual Yamato Bonsai Kai exhibition and demonstration will be held on the weekend of 16 & 17
October 2010. New this year is the fact that we will
be setting up for the show on Saturday morning with
the actual event opening from 02:00PM.

Set up for the show starts at 06:00 AM on Saturday
16 October. I would like to ask for a nice turnout for
the setup event. Please make it as your time permits.
Your trees must be onsite no later than 11AM.
A few final reminders for you about the show:
Workshops – There are still a few open spots for Sunday. See Tony Hayworth or Mike Butler if you are
interested in participation.
Friday Setup – Please come help on Saturday, if not
all day, at least part of the day. We start from 06:00
AM
Tree Setup & Placement – we will start this action
sometime between 11:00 and 11:30 AM. All trees
need be at the Hall by 11:00 AM (at the latest - unless
prior arrangement have been made with Mike Butler
or Sensei Uchida).
If you have a significant or large tree(s) and your
situation is such that you cannot get it to the hall by
yourself or in your own vehicle, then you need to
contact Richard Paulos (510-351-1081) or Tony Hayworth (510-289-5731) BEFORE Friday 8 October
and we will make arrangements for a team to pick up
your tree(s).
Hospitality (Kitchen & Serving Room) – Sandy Barron and Emiko Rosenberg are the co-leaders of this
time honored committee. Please make sure you prepare and bring a donation dish for Sunday. See
Sandy or Emiko if you are not sure what to bring and
they can fill you in on need areas or ideas. Financial
donations are acceptable if your time constraints
don’t allow you to prepare something each day.
Thank you, thank you!
Front Desk – Lucky Crist will run this
area. PLEASE see Lucky and volunteer some of your
time each day to help run the front entry tables.

Yamato Plant Sales – Remember to mark all your
plants and bring anything you want to sell during the
event.
Silent Auction – If you would like to donate any nice
items to help the club raise funds, this is an excellent
time to do so. See club member Thee Kole (510-7335652) if you have questions.

CHECK LIST… THINGS TO DO!
0 Volunteer for a committee
0 Signup to bring a food dish – for Sunday Lunch
0 Signup for a Workshop with Sensei
0 Review your tree with Sensei –before the show
0 Prepare/clean your pots and redo your top-soil
0 Have a dai (a stand) for each tree you bring
0 Come to Setup on Saturday Morning, as early as
possible
SHOW TREES – Let’s all be ready with a tree this
year. Beginners also, we want everyone to participate. There are a few things you need to do to put a
tree into the show so lets concentrate on the following
four areas as we prepare for the event: proper shape;
a clean pot; nice topsoil or dressing; a display dai
(or stand)
Shape – keep working on the fine detail that makes
your bonsai stand out. Concentrate between now
and the show and take care of all the details of
shaping to show off the best attributes of your
selected tree. Make sure it is clean, has clean
lines, no dead leafs; and my favorite “NO ant’s!
Pot Care – take care of cleaning up your pot now.
Most of us do not do any cleanup throughout the
year and depending upon where you live you
most likely have some kind of water deposit build
up or water scale on the outside of the pot. It is a
show display requirement to have a cleaned up
pot. How do you do this? Hot soapy water will
cut most of the hard water scale on the outside of
the pot. Use a soft scrubbing device if you must.
Avoid getting the soap on the roots. After the pot
is completely clean (don’t forget the bottom too!)
you will need to apply special oil to the finish.
Please do not use baby oil, or petroleum-based
oils … or god forbid something like Armor-All.
There are a lot of sensitive feelings and issues on
this subject and there are those who have vested a
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lot of money and time into the care of their
pots… so don’t think that they want Crisco
rubbed on them. I use almond oil. Walnut oil is
good too. It is light and has a woody smell if any
and I know it does not smell like fried chicken.
(Sorry for the lecture).
Top Dressing – take a look at the top soil display. Is
it washed out? Full of weeds? Let’s take care of
it. If you have access to good moss and know
how to piece it together and properly put it in
place, then do so. Make it look natural and as if it
has been in place for a while. If not, dress the top
with a thin layer of a small product like sifted
lava rock or even the very fine mix of Akadama
and lava (red or black). The key is natural looking and clean.
You don’t want folks to walk
by and say, “nice topsoil”. Both Sensei Uchida
and I are not fond of a complete covering of moss
on the top of the bonsai, especially if it looks like
a patch work quilt.
Bonsai Stands – this is a tough subject via a newsletter. We discuss this at a club meeting or if you
are not sure, check with Sensei or a senior club
member. All bonsai in the show will need an appropriate bonsai stand (or in Japanese, a “dai”).
DONATION TREE
We ask members each year to donate a tree or bonsai
items for use as a consolation prize. If you can support us in this way, please bring your donation either
at the Friday setup or before noon on Saturday. Make
sure you identify the donation tree when you bring it
in so that it gets placed accordingly.

Committee Assignments & Contacts
Please ask any committee leader what you can do to
help. We need volunteers to get the job done.
(continued…)
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Committee

Leader

Show Chairperson

Mike Butler

Tickets
(admission & consolation
prizes)

Karen Paulos

Hospitality
(kitchen & serving room)

Sandy Barron & Emiko
Rosenberg

Demo
(Saturday & Sunday)

Johnny Uchida

Setup and Take Down

Mike Butler

Yamato Plant Sales

Dennis Hawkins

Workshops
(sensei lead morning workshops)

Mike Butler

Silent Auction

Thee Kole

Transportation
(storage / Tree – pickup &
return)

Richard Paulos

Front Desk
(greeting; tickets; literature
handouts)

Lucky Crist

Room & Table Layout

Michael Baker

Security

Tony Hayworth

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Bonsai Show 2009 Pictures
By Noah Hanna
Editor’s note: I decided to provide some pictures from the
2009 show to whet your appetite for this year’s show.
Some of you may remember that we had tried to stage
some photos prior to the 2009. Unfortunately, most of
these photos did not come out.
I have spent a large amount of time trying to get photos to
the point that could be reprinted. A few photos were able to
be edited to bring out the details, but many are still not
usable. Rather than hold out any longer on what I have, I
have included some of the nicer ones here while we are
still between shows. As time permits I will clean up the
remaining photos so that folks can have some pictures from
the 2009 show. Until then, please enjoy these:

Yamato Bonsai Kai Newsletter – October 2010

Page 4 of 9

ing out faster than others… and give them more water
as needed. If your soil mix is porous, then your concern with root rot (by over watering) is reduced.
Please think about this as you prepare soil for the
coming fall season for any trees that need transplanting.
I want to discuss tree selection with you this month. I
discussed this with you in the past… but it is very
important, therefore I want to reinforce it again as you
think about adding trees to your collection. I will discuss this from two aspects: nursery stock and pre or
finished bonsai.
NURSERY STOCK
For me personally, Bonsai is finding something at a
nursery or growing area, or collecting something from
the wild, and then turning it into a bonsai. This is my
thing. I much prefer the creation aspect versus the
maintenance responsibility.
When you are searching for a new tree, keep a bonsai
style in mind. While a few bonsai artist can turn almost anything into a nice or spectacular bonsai, for
most of us, it is more difficult and we cannot always
achieve that great finished product. Why? Well, the
main reason is we start with something of poor or
inferior quality. It then takes many years or even a
lifetime to over come the flaws towards perfecting it.
My advice is do not waste your valuable time and
valuable resources on tress that have too many flaws
or unrealistic expectations along a path of being a
nice bonsai. Learn to select trees that have a good
potential for being a bonsai. Therefore, keep the following in mind.
Step One – Train your eyes and mind to know what
are the classical styles of Bonsai, and some of the
natural variations. You must look at books, magazines and the Internet. Go to shows also. Look at and
study as many bonsai resources as you can to train
your eyes. If you cannot visualize the end-state of
your chosen material… you will never get there. Always work on developing you bonsai eye!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Bonsai Basic
By Tony Hayworth

Wow, what a fast summer. My kids started back to
school… and of course the weather has decided to
warm up. Check any tress that may be subject to dryYamato Bonsai Kai Newsletter – October 2010

Step Two – choose material that has a good “trunk
formation”; that has good “root formation”; that suggests the initial “first three branches” (or at least the
#1 branch!). These three items take the most time,
skill or resource to achieve. So when it comes to
choosing new material… the better these items are,
the faster you will achieve success.
Trunk Formation – This should be your number one
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concern. If there are major flaws in the trunk,
this will be the most difficult to overcome. In
your selection if you do not easily see a recognized bonsai style for the tree, it may be something you want to avoid. The more bonsai experience you have, either through reading, looking at
pictures or doing, you may stumble into a style or
two more easily. In general, except for formal
upright (chokkan) you are looking for motion in
the trunk. Let the motion tell you what you
should be doing towards the style of the bonsai.
Major Branches – establishing the first three
branches, from the bottom up, is essential in your
initial shaping of a bonsai. It is very difficult to
overcome branch thickness defects with these
branches. So pay attention when establishing the
#1 branch and so on.
Rootage – this one might surprise you. Yes, pay attention to the rootage FROM THE BEGINNING.
In my early days I did not do this. I was too busy
and excited counting the proper number of
branches and their directions… that I just didn’t
get it. I now have some really nice looking bonsai (trunks and branches), but they are not first
rate bonsai because of the early mistakes with the
root formations, mostly coiled roots or crossed
roots at the base. Make sure you do not bury the
roots too deep during your transplanting – keep
exposing them over time. Look at good pictures
and practice good technique when you repot.
This is a key item at the initial planning of nursery stock to the pre-bonsai stage!
Step Three – buy from reputable nursery sources.
Chances are the taproot has been cut and it has been
in decent soil to encourage fine rootage. The larger
the nursery pot, and the longer the specimen has been
in a container, increase the degree of difficulty in handling the transformation to a bonsai pot and into the
pre-bonsai stage of development. Let’s face it, the
operation on a 1 gallon stock versus a 20 gallon container, while on the surface looks the same, there are
more risks and more surprises. If you are dealing
with collected material, do not be in a hurry to get it
into a bonsai pot. It should take several years to
achieve that progression.

(and it is not nice moss!). It is perfectly okay to obtain a finished bonsai tree, but if you are not equipped
with the knowledge to maintain it… within three
years it will out grown its shape and not be worth its
original purchased value. That is okay also, as you
can still enjoy it, but you will probably need to pay
someone to maintain it for you.
If you purchase fine trees, you have an obligation to
learn about its specific maintenance to maintain its
beauty. Do not let it grow uncontrolled or it will be
ruined. When this happens, I always feel sad… however, there is some light in the tunnel if you keep it
alive. It can be transformed into another style or it
can be reworked into a new masterpiece of the same
style, given the right circumstance, time and talent.
Bonsai Tip: What makes a tree valuable?? As
beauty is in the eye of the beholder… there are those
who would debate this question until the end of time.
Let me share with you my feelings on the subject as
follows.
A tree that is easily identified as a classical bonsai
style or grouping or arrangement (on a rock, bunjin, moyogi, etc);
Is properly positioned in an acceptable bonsai pot;
Has defined rootage and a proper tachi-agari;
Is of advanced age in its presentation – either naturally or by artist technique;
Has attention to detail with shape and lines
(symmetry/balance)
Has a properly defined and developed apex;
Has a properly defined and thickened #1 branch;
Has developed secondary and tertiary branch structure;
Has developed an interesting trunk that is mostly free
of defect or that has advance techniques applied
to minimize the negative effect towards an interesting trunk;
Has properly placed branches for the style and shape
being presented;
Has clean and natural Jin and deadwood;
Has no unacceptable wire marking;
Is disease free
Is not over run with “Moss”!
See you at the next Club meeting.

PRE OR FINISHED BONSAI
First and foremost… do not just buy anything based
on price alone. A high price doesn’t always mean it
is a fine specimen. Learn what makes a tree valuable
Yamato Bonsai Kai Newsletter – October 2010
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NEWBY NEWS
By Dennis Hacker

I had asked if anyone had something to share with all
of us and my good friend, Ralph, sent this to me:
“When I need to prune, I try to follow the old advice
from my mother and my grandfather (during his
whole life he managed his own farm including an orchard and he cultivated a lot of fruit trees). He stated
that the moon affects nature and all living things. No
matter the plant or the season involved; the correct
time for pruning and planting must be performed according to the moon phases. It could sound crazy, but
he said that if the moon has the power to affect the
oceans, seas and rivers with tides; so in the same way
it affects the fluids in any living thing: he said that
during the light (waxing) of the Moon, sap is thought
to flow more strongly, filling plants with vitality and
energy, favoring the planting and harvesting of crops
that mature above ground.
He, as my mother, follow strict time to avoid pruning:
never during waxing of the moon due the fact that the
healing process and growth will take more time, and
also the plant will have more bleeding. As the moon
wanes during the 3rd and 4th quarters, it said that this
is a good time to prune plants, as the water table is
diminishing and so less sap will flow out of the cut
ends. The plants are said to orient themselves toward
their roots, making this a favorable time for planting,
transplanting and harvesting root crops in general.
The 4th quarter is the most dormant period and is
good for chores like weeding.
I don’t know if all of this is really true, but for me, to
follow this advice is very cheap (for free) and won’t
have any adverse effects in the plant so could be worthy to give a try.”
After reading the above, I remembered that my
mother's parents, who were farmers in the midwest,
always used a Farmer's Almanac to plant and harvest.
As I recall, they castrated pigs by the signs of the
moon. Today, we are too sophisticated for that nonsense. But then again, as Ralph said: “the advice is
very cheap and won't have any adverse effects.” So,
who prunes and transplants using the Almanac?
As an aside, my 5-needle pine died. There were just
too many borers. I noted that during a 'guy's weekend', we decided to climb the Sierra Buttes...not the
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Sutter Buttes. Anyway, I saw hundreds of pine trees
dead due to borers. The serpentine tracks were clearly
visible in the trees that had bark off of them. Watch
for signs of borers on your conifers.

GSBF CALENDAR OF EVENTS
(For a more complete list, please refer to Golden Statements calendar of events or visit the web site at www.gsbfbonsai.org).
Some nearby scheduled events are:
October 9-10
Oakland, California
East Bay Bonsai Society: 49th Annual Bonsai Show at the
Lakeside Park Garden Center, 666 Bellevue Ave. Hours
are Saturday, 10AM-5PM, and Sunday, 11AM-4PM. Demonstration on Sunday at 1PM by Dave DeGroot, followed
by a raffle of bonsai and related items. Large selection of
bonsai and related materials on sale throughout the show.
For more information contact Janice Dilbeck, 925-4583845.
October 23-24
Sacramento, California
Capitol City Bonsai Association: 11th Anniversary Show
to support the GSBF Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt and
the Sacramento bonsai clubs. Location is the Shepard Garden and Arts Center, 3330 McKinley Blvd. in McKinley
Park. Show hours are Saturday, 10AM-5PM and Sunday,
10AM-4PM. Demonstration both days at 1:30PM by sponsor clubs with special bonsai raffle drawings to follow.
Vendor and club member sales areas. Contact is Gary Judd,
916-630-1340.
October 26
Sacramento, California
American Bonsai Association: Annual Auction at the
Shepard Garden & Arts Center, 3330 McKinley Blvd.
Doors open for preview at 6PM and the auction starts at
6:30PM. Sale items to include bonsai in various stages of
development and many bonsai-related items, (i.e.,stands,
pots, accent plants, etc.). Only Club members are allowed
to sell, but the public is welcome to bid. For more information email: pbholtzen@sbcglobal.net
October 28-31
Santa Clara, California
Golden State Bonsai Federation Convention XXXIII:
“New Face of Bonsai.” The “New Faces” will shape the
Art of Bonsai for years to come with the guidance and vision of these new teachers, and the GSBF 2010 will be the
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able to receive the new visions of bonsai and participate in
the future of Bonsai. The July/Aug issue of Golden Statements will contain convention registration information. For
more information visit http://www.gsbfconvention.com

If you are interested, please contact me for further
detail and at least to get on the “short list”. No final
commitment is necessary until the December time
frame.

November 12-13
Ross, California
Marin Bonsai Club Fall show at the Marin Art and Garden
Center, Livermore Room, 50 Sir Frances Drake Blvd.
Hours are Friday, 5:30PM-10PM. and events include a
dinner at $5 per person; demonstration by Peter Tea, a silent auction and raffle. Saturday hours are 10AM-4PM and
include ongoing demonstrations and raffles throughout the
day, tree sales and vendors. For dinner reservations or
more information, call Jeanette Arnold, 415-883-2651.

Tony Hayworth.
Phone: 510-289-5731 or bonsaicho@comcast.net

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

THIS MONTH …
A very Happy Birthday to:
October
2nd – Emiko Rosenberg
13th – Frank Reyes
15th – Jack Ellis
Happy Anniversary and many more

YAMATO CLASSIFIEDS
Notice: if you want to advertise something in this space, please
compose your text and contact the Newsletter Editor.

1st – Mark & Tammi Rhine
15th Karen & Rick Paulos

Pre-Bonsai and Bonsai - For Sale – Tony Hayworth
has many bonsai and pre-bonsai material for sale…
including some large landscape sized bonsai styled
trees. These would make great focal points for any
landscape or yard re-do projects that you may be
planning. I am overstocked and want to move this
material to a good home. Is that you? I have a few
pots for cheap also.
Contact Tony Hayworth early for best selection.
Phone: 510-289-5731 or bonsaicho@comcast.net

CONTACT US

Journey to Japan – Spring 2011 – I am organizing a
guided trip to Japan in the Spring of 2011. The target
time is to coincide with the Sakura (flowering cherry)
that bloom in late March to early April (tentatively 30
March departure). The itinerary would be cultural
touring with a lot of gardens, bonsai nurseries and
historical sites. The ideal group will be small, perhaps 8 to 10 persons so that individual attention can
be accommodated. There will be pre-trip social planning sessions to collect participants input and to set
expectations on travel, customs, etc., and to help you
prepare for a successful trip. I will do all the worry –
you will relax and enjoy your trip.
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If you need to mail anything to the club in general, please
send to:
YAMATO BONSAI KAI
P. O. Box 2616
Castro Valley, CA 94546-2616
If there is anything you would like to contribute or comment on regarding the newsletter, contact the editor, Noah
Hanna, at noah@invalidargument.com
If you have moved, or changed your email address, please
notify Yamato Bonsai Kai, so that we may update our contact and mailing list information. Thank You.
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YAMATO BONSAI KAI
P. O. Box 2616
Castro Valley, CA 94546-2616

Return Service Requested

Attention Postmaster:
Dated Material – Please Expedite
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