YAMATO BONSAI KAI
“FRIENDSHIP THROUGH BONSAI”
Since 1968

Newsletter – December 2010
MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD
By Tony Hayworth–

President

Hello Yamato Bonsai Kai members. Thank you all
for your support during my first year as your club
president. I want to thank all the Board Members,
Sensei and all the members that stepped up and filled
roles during this year. Itsumo domo arigatogozaimasu.
EJCC Garden Clean Up Event – the weather and
schedules have delayed this event until January. The
new date is Saturday, 22 January, from 8AM to 1PM.
We need your help in doing a landscape cleanup of
our new monthly meeting location. I recognize that
everyone might not be able to pitch in and do this
type of work. That’s okay do not worry. You can
come and give moral support or help with coffee and
simply hand out trash bags or what ever your capability will allow. We would never put anyone as risk
during the cleanup.
Annual Holiday Party – this year’s event saw a
change of venue to restaurant Genghix on Redwood
Road in Castro Valley. From all accounts I received
the events was a huge success. The food was great
and the company better!

Call for Events and Ideas
If you have any needs, wishes and ideas for next year,
please pass them to me or to a board member. We are
working on a calendar of events for both the club
meeting and things to do outside of the scheduled
club meetings.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

AT THE NEXT CLUB MEETING…
On Tuesday, December 21st, Sensei Uchida will
discuss pruning and shaping deciduous trees. Don’t
miss this club meeting event.

Note: New Location and time
PLACE: Eden Japanese Community Center,
710 Elgin Street, San Lorenzo, CA
Note: Club Meetings start at 7:30 PM.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

2011 Elections – a message from Jack Ellis. If you
have been unable to return a completed ballot to me
for the 2010 election you can bring it to the December
meeting, or just come to the meeting and ask for a
ballot, and return it me before we begin counting
them all. Thank you for your patience. Jack Ellis
Membership Drive 2011 – every year we end with a
request to begin anew with our annual membership
drive. Simply put, let’s get this done as soon as possible so we can put this housekeeping activity aside
and concentrate on Bonsai! At the end of the newsletter, and at each meeting, we will have a form for
you to either send in or bring to the meetings.
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Meeting Location Reminder
Our monthly club meetings are now held at the Eden
Japanese Community Center. The location address is
710 Elgin Street San Lorenzo.

SENSEI UCHIDA’S NOTES
By Johnny Uchida –

Club Sensei

Dear Member. How are you? I think winter is here.
But still we are lucky compared to those that live
back East as they are in one to two feet of snow with
below zero temperatures.
So any deciduous trees you have ready to repot, you
can do it at this time. However do not cut the root too
much during any repotting this month or next. While
waiting to February to begin is ideal, there are times
and some situations that you could do some deciduous tress now, but again, no drastic root cutting and
remember proper after care is very important. They
MUST be protected from any frost between now and
the end of March.
You could do now deciduous tree pruning and shaping also dormant spray is now a good time but make
sure its two days before any rain in the forecast. So
there is lots to do with your bonsai even in winter
time. I watch members trees here and there and I
think everybody is taking better care of them, you can
tell at our show time, everything is getting better and
better.
Have a wonderful holiday. Thank you.
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YAMATO HOLIDAY PARTY
By Noah Hanna
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Bonsai Basic
By Tony Hayworth
As I write the column this month it has been quite
cold the last couple of weeks. One morning I went to
water and did not realize that it was cold enough to
freeze the water in the hose. I was lucky that the hose
did not split on me. Our weather in the S.F. Bay areas is quite mild and we are lucky to be bonsai enthusiasts in this area. But (and there are always buts)
there are a few days in the winter (and summer) when
we can have extremes and that is dangerous for our
trees. It’s hard to write a paragraph or two that covers every tree and every situation – however let me
try a few highlights.
Some trees like the cold and like to go completely
dormant. I’m not saying they should get frost-bite
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and be neglected during the winter, but I’m saying
that pine (in general) can take a cold snap and be
okay. If they are shohin or mame bonsai, then be
more careful. As long as a tree is not bone dry… a
few really cold days are not an issue. If winter watering is neglected and your tree is bone dry, it is a gamble if it will survive thru a cold snap and into spring.
Don’t water too early in the morning during the winter and on very cold days. Also, if you water very
late in the day or evenings in winter you run the risk
of cracking you bonsai pot! (Frozen water expands!)
Bonsai are dormant now and for the most part next
month also. Transplanting should not be on your
schedule unless there is a specific reason. It is safer
to wait until early Feb to begin this operation. Digging up the neighbors’ specimen tree (with permission) is an activity that you may want to pursue.
Bonsai Tip: as a tip this month, I want to give you a
consolidated list of general tips that you should
memorize and pay attention to routinely.
Loose Soil – your bonsai soil must be porous. If your
bonsai soil mix is thick and loamy the tree will not
grow and will not be healthy.
Pests – it is better to pay attention to them with preventative maintenance versus trying to fight a big infestation. Set a cycle of preventative spray control in
this area. Keep your eyes open.
Rotation – you will not have a first class tree if you
do not learn to rotate your trees. While you may like
to always look at your tree from the front on its pedestal, the backside needs to get sun also. Learn to
rotate your trees. I have tips on easy (and inexpensive) garden turntables if you are interested.
Moss – while moss is pretty… it is not the bonsai.
Moss should be kept short. This is done by learning
when to strip it back and let it come back naturally
better and shorter. Don’t let moss grow on the trunk
of your tree.
Fertilizer – have a schedule. Know what trees need
what fertilizer mixtures. All-purpose, non-burning is
a safe way to go but it will not cover all your needs
once you have a lot of trees. Consult Sensei Uchida,
senior club members or proper written materials on
this subject.
Pinching – you must learn this technique for many
trees. Pinching during the growing season saves later
trimming work. It also helps control the shape considerably.
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De-candling – if you have a black pine, you must
learn when and how to do this. It starts with knowing
a few rules and then just jumping in and not being
afraid. Knowing how to cut back and leave the appropriate amount of needles and needles pairs is critical to the health and maintenance of a black pine bonsai. You should pursue independent study on this
topic and learn it this coming year.
Wire – the more wire, the better the Bonsai! This is
true when you are doing the initial shaping and establishing of a tree into a pre-bonsai. The trunk, primary
and all secondary branches must be wired on the first
time shaping of a tree.
Tree-to-Pot – Always wire the tree to the pot when
transplanting. Use a good quality wire – don’t use
copper as it has elements that can be poisonous to the
new roots. If a freshly transplanted tree is not stable,
new roots will not take off effectively.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

NEWBY NEWS
By Dennis Hacker

Sorry to have missed an issue or two. My world has
been turned on its ear... But that's life!
Onward! Aphids don't eat plants. I'm hoping that we
all knew that. If we didn't, we do now. Aphids suck
plants to death, or at least 'til weakness. Here are what
the little buggers look like on the underside of a leaf:
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January 15-16
Pleasanton, California
Bay Island Bonsai: Annual Bonsai Exhibit. Hall of Commerce, Alameda County Fairgrounds, 4501 Pleasanton
Avenue. Admission $ 5.00. Free Parking. Same great auction on Saturday, with preview at Noon and auction at1
PM. NEW: Numerous bonsai education programs all day
on Sunday. Guided tours of the exhibit on both Saturday
and Sunday. Benefit Drawing (need not be present to win).
The largest number of vendors ever. Hours: 10AM-4PM,
both Saturday and Sunday. For more information: (510)
919-5042 or www.bayislandbonsai.com

and here again:

On easy way to discover if you have aphids is to look
for a lot of ants on your trees. Aphids suck tree sap,
turn it to excrement (poo) (which has a lot of sugar in
it), and the ants love this poo and readily 'milk' the
aphids to excrete it.
The simplest way to rid a tree of aphids is to squirt
the tree off. Not so good if the tree is young as the
force of the spray may damage your tree. Think of
this... would you use a forceful spray on a $1000 tree?
No, I hope not. The safest is to use insecticidal soap.
Mix according to the instructions and then use a hand
held spray bottle and liberally spray the tree. The soap
will kill the aphids by blocking their respiration ports.
QED, problem solved.
Anyone to report on the times of the lunar cycle in
which you prune... I have tried this and I don't know
if I can tell a difference.

February 26-27
Oakland, California
GSBF Bonsai Garden at Lake Merritt: Mammoth Fundraiser, 2011 at the Lakeside Garden Center, 666 Bellevue
Avenue. Saturday (Feb 26), Auction of fabulous bonsai,
1PM-4PM with preview at 12-Noon. Sunday (Feb 27),
Mammoth Fundraiser and Bazaar, 9AM-4PM. Round
Robin Demonstrations at 1:30PM by Collection Curator,
Kathy Shaner and Team. Vendors, a large consignment
sale of bonsai and bonsai related items, and several raffle
drawings throughout the day. For general information
email: www.bonsailakemerritt@gmail.com, website:
www.gsbf- bonsai.org/lake-merritt/NewHome.htm or
phone: Randi Keppeler 650-598-0127
March 19 20
Palo Alto, California
Kusamura Bonsai Club: 51st Annual Show at the Lucie
Stern Community Center, 1305 Middlefield Road. Admission is free. Show hours are Saturday: 12-Noon to 5PM,
and Sunday: 10AM-5PM. There will be demonstrations,
raffles, and club member tree sales both days. Guest Demonstrator to be announced. For more information, contact
Jerry Carpenter at 408-557-0166; 408-823-9525 or
jcsf1090@comcast.net

Finally, don't forget to dormant spray. It's almost
time.

YAMATO CLASSIFIEDS
Notice: if you want to advertise something in this space, please
compose your text and contact the Newsletter Editor.

GSBF CALENDAR OF EVENTS
(For a more complete list, please refer to Golden Statements calendar of events or visit the web site at www.gsbfbonsai.org).
Some nearby scheduled events are:
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THIS MONTH …
A very Happy Birthday to:
December
2nd – Jeanne Fujimoto
17th – Dennis Hawkins
Happy Anniversary and many more
21st – Lyle & Linda Crater
28th – Dennis & Jenny Hacker

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

CONTACT US
If you need to mail anything to the club in general, please
send to:
YAMATO BONSAI KAI
P. O. Box 2616
Castro Valley, CA 94546-2616
If there is anything you would like to contribute or comment on regarding the newsletter, contact the editor, Noah
Hanna, at noah@invalidargument.com
If you have moved, or changed your email address, please
notify Yamato Bonsai Kai, so that we may update our contact and mailing list information. Thank
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YAMATO BONSAI KAI
P. O. Box 2616
Castro Valley, CA 94546-2616

Return Service Requested

Attention Postmaster:
Dated Material – Please Expedite
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