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CLUB DEMONSTRATION SCHEDULE—2010

MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD
By Tony Hayworth –

August 17 – Cascade style bonsai

President

Hello Yamato Bonsai Kai members. If you are looking for something fun to do in early August, try
this. The San Francisco Suiseki Kai is having their
29th Annual suiseki exhibition. Dates are August 7 &
8, 10 am - 4 pm both days, Union Bank Hospitality
Room, 1675 Post Street, San Francisco (in the Japan
Center) For more information, please see http://
sfsuisekikai.wordpress.com
Our club membership continues to be strong. We are
at 66 members as of the end of June. Thank you all
for your participation and support at club meetings. At our last board meeting several ideas surfaced
about fun things to do between club meetings during
the year. I’ve asked club members to check on these
details and report at the July 20th meeting.
Don’t forget about the next Golden State Bonsai Federation Convention (Oct 28-31 in Santa Clara – see
GSBF website for details). It’s right around the corner. Remember to take some time and keep you eye
on bonsai.

September 16 – October show preparation, bring
show tree for critique
October 19 – October show discussion
November 16– Demonstration on collected trees,
how to carve trunks and branches
December 21 – Pruning and shaping deciduous trees

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

THIS JUST IN
By Brad Sheldon

As most of us know by now, the San Lorenzo Adult
School has cancelled all of their night classes, due to
money problems. The good news is that the Castro
Valley Adult School has agreed to pick up the Bonsai
Classes. Little will change except the location, the
price will remain at $85 per quarter , and the start
time will remain at six thirty or seven o’clock. The
new location is 4430 Alma Avenue, Castro Valley,

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

AT THE NEXT CLUB MEETING…
On Tuesday, July 20th, Sensei Uchida will demonstrate kusamono (grass or flower accents). Don’t miss
this club
meeting event.
PLACE: Castro Valley Women's Club,
18330 Redwood Road, Castro Valley, CA
Note: All Club Meetings start at 7:00 PM.
Monterey Cypress-GSBF Show 2008

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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just off of Redwood Road. They will start on September 13th with the same teachers teaching the same
classes.
The one request that the Castro Valley School has
made is that we do our best to have as many students
as is possible. The class has to be self sufficient, they
also have money problems. If you know how to contact any of the students that are not in the club, by all
means contact them and pass on this information. The
classes will be in the published brochure, and a handout will become available soon.

SENSEI UCHIDA’S NOTES
No notes this month, check back next month –editor

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

WORKSHOP WITH TONY
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enced member.
This is also prime time for summer vacations, when
you go away make sure to find someone reliable to
take care of your trees who will stop by every day and
water. Just one hot day without the proper care can
wreak
havoc
on
your
collection.
Watering can be confusing for non-bonsai types, if
you find a willing “babysitter”, show them how to
water until the water drains freely from the drain
holes. If you are away for a few days and you can talk
them into it you can just tell them to water every day
(or more if it’s really hot). Even if the weather is cool
if you have free draining soil mix it shouldn’t hurt to
be overly generous with the watering for a few days.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

NEWBY NEWS
By Dennis Hacker

Editor’s note: Dealing with pests, diseases, and the
methods to treat them can be tricky business! Do your
homework first and seek help the minute you think
your tree might be infested.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

BONSAI BASIC
SEASONAL NOTES
By Noah Hanna

The weather has been very mild this month but don’t
let it fool you. As the weather starts climbing towards
triple digits you will want to keep a close eye on your
trees.
If you are minding your trees properly, your black
pines and junipers will be just fine in full summer
sun. If you have a few trees that are looking stressed
or maybe they are in shallow pots, etc you might
think about moving it to partial shade during the hottest days. Opinions are divided about whether or not
to keep applying fertilizer in late summer hot
weather, with some saying that the trees “shut down”
in the heat. If you are in doubt talk with an experi-
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Well, I have decided about what to concern this section of the newsletter. I will try to discuss different
diseases which are not uncommon (Dr. talk for it happens). I have several with my trees so I'm going to
deal with them on a monthly basis. This month: Borers!!!!
What are borers?
Borers are many different species of insects which
invade trees and plants in general. The adults do not
live in or on the trees! Only the larva burrow through
the trees in the cambium layer (read xylem and
phloem). These insect larva can and do invade trees.
The main families of boring insects include:
Cerambycid beetles
Buprestid beetles
Scolytid beetles
Clear-winged moths
Sawflies
Other families of borers commonly attack hardwood
and conifer trees. The metallic wood borers such as
the flatheaded appletree borer, ambrosia beetles, such

as Xyleborus spp. and Xylosandrus spp., and engraver
beetles, Dendroctonus spp. and Ips spp., may attack
trees growing under stressed or injured conditions.
Healthy trees are also occasionally attacked. Typically, borers must be controlled with preventative insecticide treatments, because, once the insects are
under the bark, they are difficult to control. Pay particular attention to plants showing signs of stress such
as wilting, disease infection or injury from equipment. Borers of one species or another will successfully attack such trees usually during the summer
months. Small holes in the trunk or limbs with fine
sawdust indicate the presence of these beetles. The
dogwood twig borer, Oberea tripunctata, is a longhorn beetle that infests elm, viburnum, azalea, sourwood and fruit trees (Prunus spp., Malus spp.), but
dogwood is the most common host. The larva tunnel
through the terminal twigs and cut small holes to the
outside from which they expel sawdust and feces.
Infested twigs are girdled and killed by the female
when she oviposits. Infested twigs wilt and hang on
the tree or drop to the ground. Natural enemies attack
boring beetles, but do not reduce them to low levels
in nursery stock.
Borers are evident at the arrows. They are found beneath the bark:
How do they invade
our plants?
The adults live outside
the plants and have
their sexual to-do on
the plant. They lay eggs
which turn to the larva.
Much of the time the
larva find a defect in
the bark layer into
which they proceed
into the cambium.
What are the signs of
invasion?
I am able to speak only
about the invasion I
have. My five-needle
pine was purchased at
the YBK show in October 2008. It just never did well.
Oh, yes, it would make new growth, but shortly after
the new needles emerged, they would start turning
brown. I took the plant to class last fall and queried
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Sensei Baker as to what was happening to my tree.
Mike didn't seem to know but suggested that rather
than let the tree die, I try something to get it to come
back to health. I cut all the candles off and waited
over winter. New growth greeted me this spring but
the tree continued to wither. Branches were dying off.
After the club meeting in May, when Sensei Uchida
stated you could air-layer any tree you could graft, I
decided to try to air-layer the tree to at least get some
living trees. When I was courageous enough to get
ready to start, I noticed many, many layers of what
could only be described as a pecan under the bark.
You've all seen pecan halves with their ridges, well
that is what I apparently had coming out of the bark
layer. Beside that, there was sap running out of two
areas with multiple small holes (less than 2 mm in
diameter). I knew that I couldn't air-layer a diseased
tree, I would only have diseased trees afterwards. I
knew I had to do something.
Again, in this photo, borers are beneath the bark layer
at the site of the arrows.
How can they
be killed?
Since the larva
are beneath the
bark. They cannot be killed
with sprays of
any kind. I have
used Triazicide®
and Jack Ellis
has
tried
malathion. Neither of these will
be
effective,
even if injected
into the bore holes as Jack has done. The reason the
injection won't work is that as the larva bore, the tree
makes sap or resin that closes the bore hole immediately behind the borer. No matter how small a needle/
catheter you use, the insecticide won't penetrate
enough to kill the borers. I have begun using Bayer 2in-1® granules. It contains a systemic insecticide and
a fertilizer. As the xylem takes fluid to the needles or
leaves and the phloem takes fluid to the roots
(remember=phloem flows down), this is really the
only way to get the insecticide to where the larva are.
Systemic treatment brings the insecticide to the larva
through the xylem.

The second way is more time consuming and arduous
but it works in conjunction with the insecticide. I used
the spatula end of my tweezers and found the areas
where the larva are. I can only describe it as a bunch
of bumps under the bark similar to what many of us
had when we had acne as a teenager. By using the
edge of the spatula to mash the bump, a drop of resin
is extruded and, if you use the tip of the spatula, you
can remove one of the larva. They are white and
about 1/8 inch long. Going up and down branches and
mashing the larva which are present, you can actually
'take matters into your own hands.'
Currently, I am three weeks into the treatment and
one week after mashing the buggers. My tree is turning a beautiful shade of emerald which it hasn't been
in 20 months. I am keeping my fingers crossed and
will keep everyone up-dated on the progress I'm making.
Borers are a problem. Let's get rid of them on our
trees. If you have something which kills the borers
and spares the trees, let me know and I'll put it in the
next column. Better still, write it down and give it to
Noah for submission. We can all help one another
with pests and diseases.
Sources: http://entnemdept.ufl.edu/fasulo/woodypest/
boring.htm

Redwood Empire Bonsai Society (REBS): 27th Annual
Show at the Santa Rosa Veterans Building, 1351 Maple
Avenue. (Opposite the Sonoma County Fairgrounds.)
Hours are Saturday, 10AM-5PM and Sunday, 10AM-4PM.
Over 200 trees on exhibit, large vendor area, members'
sales area, raffles and a silent auction. Demonstration both
days at 1:30PM by Kathy Shaner. Free admission and parking. Contact Bob Shimon at 707-884-4126 or
shimon@mcn.org for further information.
October 28-31
Santa Clara, California
Golden State Bonsai Federation Convention XXXIII:
“New Face of Bonsai.” The “New Faces” will shape the
Art of Bonsai for years to come with the guidance and vision of these new teachers, and the GSBF 2010 will be the
able to receive the new visions of bonsai and participate in
the future of Bonsai. The July/Aug issue of Golden Statements will contain convention registration information. For
more information visit http://www.gsbfconvention.com

YAMATO CLASSIFIEDS
Notice: if you want to advertise something in this space, please
compose your text and contact the Newsletter Editor.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

THIS MONTH …
A very Happy Birthday to:

GSBF CALENDAR OF EVENTS
(For a more complete list, please refer to Golden Statements calendar of events or visit the web site at www.gsbfbonsai.org).
Some nearby scheduled events are:
July 1-5
San Rafael, California
Marin Bonsai Club: Bonsai Exhibit at the Marin County
Fair, Veteran's Memorial Auditorium, 10 Avenue of the
Flags. Hours are 11AM-10PM daily. Admission to Fair is
$14 for adults; $12 for seniors and children 5 to 12. For
more information contact Craig Thompson, 415-472-6685.
Aug 28-29
Santa Rosa, California
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July
2nd – Robert Fujimoto
10th – Jenny Hacker
28th – Sam Adina
Happy anniversary and many more to:
1st – Mike and Vicci Baker
11th – Les & Ozma Ferren
17th – Jack & Gayle Ellis

CONTACT US
If you need to mail anything to the club in general, please
send to:
YAMATO BONSAI KAI
P. O. Box 2616
Castro Valley, CA 94546-2616
If there is anything you would like to contribute or comment on regarding the newsletter, contact the editor, Noah
Hanna, at noah@invalidargument.com
If you have moved, or changed your email address, please
notify Yamato Bonsai Kai, so that we may update our contact and mailing list information. Thank

YAMATO BONSAI KAI
P. O. Box 2616
Castro Valley, CA 94546-2616

Return Service Requested

Attention Postmaster:
Dated Material – Please Expedite
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