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Newsletter – April 2010
a huge benefit from training your eye to understand
what a finished bonsai looks like. Yes… keep training and keep you eye on bonsai!!

MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD
By Tony Hayworth –

President

Hello Yamato Bonsai Kai members. Strange weather
this year has given me a little more time to transplant
some of my trees. I usually try to get all my black
pines repotted by the third week of March each
year. The cooler weather has given me more confidence to continue working on them. I did 4 black
pines this weekend (3-4 April) and with the mild
weather ahead, I think I can get a few more done
safely in the next week to 10 days.
GSBF Convention XXXIII will be in Northern California, in our own back yard this year – Santa Clara,
in late October. You can attend the convention in all
its glory and sleep in your own bed! I urge everyone
to make plans and attend this event. See the GSBF
website for the latest details. http://
www.gsbfconvention.com/headliners.htm
Make sure you get out and support the 16th annual
Bay Area Satsuki Aikokai show on May 22 & 23 at
the Lakeside Park Garden Center in Oakland. Sensei
Uchida will be doing the demonstration on Sunday
the 23rd. I often talk about training your eye for bonsai. Supporting GSBF activities and seeing as many
bonsai shows as possible is a great way to do this.
Our annual show and exhibition is coming up in October and we what others to support us. Please do the
same, make friends, and promote the Yamato show
for this fall. More details will be coming out soon
from Show Chairperson Michael Butler.
What do you do with old calendars? I often cut them
out and save them. I have many of them taped up on
the wall in my garage, and other I scan into the computer and use as a screen saver collage. I guess I
could be called a collector as last count I have nearly
400 scans of bonsai pics into the computer to look at
to train my eye. Here is one from last June. There is
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AT THE NEXT CLUB MEETING…
On Tuesday, April 20th, the focus will be Ishizuke
(rock plantings). Don’t miss this club meeting event.
PLACE: Castro Valley Women's Club,
18330 Redwood Road, Castro Valley, CA
Note: All Club Meetings start at 7:00 PM.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“OPEN YARD” EVENT
By Tony Hayworth –

President

On Saturday May 1st (weather permitting), I will
have an “Open Yard” event at my house, from 10:00
AM – 1:00 PM. This event is open to all club members as a general seminar about bonsai. I have a
(continued)

couple of topics in mind about display, care and exposure, etc. There have been so many requests to see
my yard, so let’s just do it. For privacy reason, I do
not publish my address. If you are interested in coming, please contact me before hand and reserve your
spot at 510-289-5731 or better yet, send me an email
to bonsaicho@comcast.net. I am going to limit the
event to the first 25 persons. Come over and see
some of my projects and see what keeps me busy on
the weekends!

SENSEI UCHIDA’S NOTES
Dear member, how are you? This spring is very different, some days cold, some days sunny, and lots of
rain. I think it’s very good for the bonsai. So far maples and other deciduous trees are looking good. You
have to pinch and trim, also on black pines lots of
candles are coming up better than last year. So if you
have not finished repotting black pines you better
hurry. Also for any other evergreens, the sooner you
are repotting the better. This month I like to do Ishizuke (rock planting).
The other day we went to the bonsai show at San
Jose. It was a very nice show some of the trees are
very well cared for and looking good. Sensei Hirao
did a very good job demonstrating on California Juniper, one of the nicest ones he has demonstrated. From
now on more shows are coming up you should make
time to see them, the more you see the more you
learn.
Maybe some days will be hot, sunny days so watch
your watering. This is very important don’t burn the
maple leaves, watch the weather. I will see you at the
meeting.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
YAMATO BONSAI KAI ANNUAL SHOW
By Mike Butler –

Show Chairman

Hello Yamato Members:
We are one month closer to OUR big show on October16th and 17th. Our first vendor has confirmed and paid
in full. They are West America from southern California.
By the time you read this, I hope, the flyer and ticket design will be finalized and on their way to the printer.
I have only heard from a few volunteers so far. I know it
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seems like a long time until the show but there really is a
lot of pre-planning that starts months in advance. If you
can help this year please contact the following people by
phone, email, at the monthly meetings, at our Monday class
if you attend or call or email me. There are several committee chairman positions that are still vacant at this time; they
are the ones with question marks instead of names after the
position. If you can fill any of those positions or want more
info about them please call or email me.
Food and Kitchen
Transportation
Set-up Sat.
Teardown
Security
Ticket Sales
Plant Sales
Silent Auction
Front Desk
Workshop
Advertising

6am
Sun.

Emiko Rosenberg or Sandy
Barren
Richard Paulos
Michael Butler
Michael Butler
Tony Hayworth
Karen Paulos
Dennis Hawkins
?????????
?????????
?????????
?????????

Sensei will again contact those members he wants to assist
him preparing his trees on Friday the 15th of October.
Please do not just show up. It is very hectic and not a lot of
room.
As we get closer to the show, first of August, please bring
the trees that you are planning on showing to Sensei's or
the monthly meeting to get his blessing.
We will again have tables for beginning members, 1st and
2nd year, to show their trees if room allows.
Thanks again for all your support!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

BEGINNER BONSAI SAIKEI SESSION
Please enjoy these pictures from the recent Saikei
creation and display session from Michael Baker’s
Beginner Bonsai class.
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Bonsai Basic
Trust in the Force-The Virtues of Common Sense
and Patience
By Michael Baker

Greetings fellow bonsai artists…Spring is here and
with it comes the uncertain weather that California
can provide. Today it’s sunny and nice, yesterday it
rained. Tomorrow is supposed to be clear and cold
and the next day they are predicting sun. Who can tell
for sure?? What is usually the best way to know is to
go outside and look up…then trust is your ability to
know if that really is the sun you see or if those are
raindrops on the end of your nose.
We need to remember that common sense and patience are two very important parts of our hobby/
passion. Each and every one of us has an innate abilYamato Bonsai Kai Newsletter – April 2010
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ity to understand what our trees need if we just think
about what they have been through and can look at
them regularly to see how they are doing. Your trees
respond almost instantly to problems and to pampering….bugs leave tell tale signs the first day they arrive, too much water turns foliage a funny color
within days, too little water is a crime that has evidence that is almost instantly obvious. Clearing winters remnants from around AND UNDER your pots
will prevent issues that can develop silently over the
next several months.
On the other hand, a fresh batch of fertilizer (correctly
applied) brings a glow to your trees in 24 hours, a
good pruning and selective removal of branches that
allow light and air to move freely through the tree
stimulate growth virtually the same day and of course
WATER….water is the key to life at every level….it
is a wonderful way to eliminate pests, the best way to
keep foliage clean and clear of dead needles or
leaves… and it is, of course, the hydrating fuel that
gives us all life!! All of the above text is just plain
common sense…..you all know it and have heard it
before…putting it in to practice will pay off in a
happy and health collection…
Now…on to patience….We are in a hobby that is
lacking, for the most part, in instant gratification.
Sure it’s a rush to get a new tree and you always feel
good right after a styling and a repot…new tools are a
kick and finding that special pot you’ve been looking
for is like Christmas…but these are all acquisitions….not results….Results are achieved with patience…DON’T GO TOO FAST!!! Take your time
and study your trees….Johnny will say “let it grow”
or “you can always cut”….and it’s very important to
do so…now don’t get me wrong that doesn’t mean
not to take a risk once in a while but it does
mean……be patient…if you know your trees and
“listen” to what they tell you your rewards will be
amazing…
Be careful in your garden, remember to keep your
work area clean and use caution with your VERY
SHARP bonsai tools…TRUSTS IN THE FORCE
…inside, you know what to do, and if you’re not
sure…listen to your tree!! Or ask another Yamato
member…that is why we are in this is it not??
Peace!!...............MB
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GSBF CALENDAR OF EVENTS
(For a more complete list, please refer to Golden Statements calendar of events or visit the web site at www.gsbfbonsai.org).
Some nearby scheduled events are:
April 3-4
Sacramento, California
Bonsai Sekiyu Kai: 33rd Annual Bonsai Show at the Sacramento Betsuin Buddhist Church, 2401 Riverside Boulevard. Show hours are Saturday, 12Noon-5PM, and Sunday,
10AM-3:30PM. Demonstration both days at 2PM by Bonsai Master John Uchida. Refreshments, door prizes, raffles,
and sale of plants and bonsai tools. For additional information contact Ron Krause at 916-481-4792.
April 24-25
Modesto, California
Modesto Bonsai Club: 29th Annual Spring Show and Sale
at the Modesto Centre Plaza, 11th & K Streets. Hours are
Saturday, 10AM-5PM and Sunday, 11AM-4PM. Demonstrations, raffles, auctions and sales both days. Free Admission. For more information, call Peter Camarena at 209324-9181 or visit us at www.ModestoBonsaiClub.com.
May 1-2
Sacramento, California
Sacramento Bonsai Club: 63rd Annual Bonsai and Suiseki
Show at the Sacramento Buddhist Church, 2401 Riverside
Boulevard. Show hours are Saturday, 12Noon-5PM, and
Sunday, 10AM-4PM. Demonstration by Boon Manakitivipart at 2PM, both days. Raffle will follow. Plants
and bonsai related items for sale. Free admission. For further information contact Gary Judd, 916-630-1340.
May 15-16
Sacramento, California
Satsuki Aikokai of Sacramento: 40th Annual Show at the
Shepard Garden and Arts Center, 3330 McKinley Blvd.
Show hours are Saturday, 10AM-5PM and Sunday, 10AM4PM. Demonstration at 1:30PM both days, followed by
benefit drawings. Member and vendor sales. Free admission. For more information contact Satsukiaikokaisac@sbcglobal.net or Ron Pigram, 916-428-8505.
May 22-23
Sacramento, California
American Bonsai Association: 51st Annual Show and Sale.
Hours are 10AM-4:30PM, at the Shepard Garden & Arts
Center, 3330 McKinley Boulevard. Hands-on workshops

for all levels from novice to advanced enthusiasts; large
member and vendor sales areas; raffles and door prizes.
Demonstration daily at 1:30PM by Ryan Neil, who recently returned from an apprenticeship in Japan with Bonsai Master Masahiko Kimura. Free admission. For further
information contact Greg McDonald, 530-642-2521, or
gregandleeanne@comcast.net
May 22-23
Oakland, California
Bay Area Satsuki Aikokai: 16th Annual Satsuki Bonsai
Show at the Lakeside Park Garden Center at Lake Merritt,
666 Bellevue Avenue. Hours are Saturday, 10AM-5PM
and Sunday,10AM-4PM. Fabulous blossoms and bonsai
display. Demonstration both days at 1:30PM using mature
bonsai material. Rick Garcia will be featured on Saturday
and Bonsai Master Johnny Uchida on Sunday. Large selection of bonsai trees and other bonsai-related materials
available for purchase. For further information, please contact Ron Reid, 925-831-2500.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

CONTACT US
If you need to mail anything to the club in general, please
send to:
YAMATO BONSAI KAI
P. O. Box 2616
Castro Valley, CA 94546-2616
If there is anything you would like to contribute or comment on regarding the newsletter, contact the editor, Noah
Hanna, at noah@invalidargument.com
If you have moved, or changed your email address, please
notify Yamato Bonsai Kai, so that we may update our contact and mailing list information. Thank

YAMATO CLASSIFIEDS
Notice: if you want to advertise something in this space, please
compose your text and contact the Newsletter Editor.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

THIS MONTH …
A very Happy Birthday to:
April
1st – Dave Barron
7th – Johnny Uchida
17th – Lyle Crater
21st – Dennis Miu
26th Warren Rhine
No anniversaries for April
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