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Message from the Board

By Lu Bedard  –  Vice-President
As I sit here I think of the old saying, “April showers bring May flowers”, and on Tuesday, April 7th it is raining cats and dogs in Castro Valley. 
Jack Ellis reports that he and Johnny Uchida have struck an agreement with the Buddhist Church in Union City for our show October 17 and 18 with set up on Friday the 16th.  Please mark your calendars accordingly. It should be a great venue for our annual show.
At the EBBS meeting last night Jim Gremel did a demo as follows:

“I will style a field-grown yamadori style shimpaku.  This shimpaku was wired and shaped years ago from a slender whip.  After being container- grown for some years, it was planted in my growing grounds.  Dug and potted last year, it is ready for work.  I will prune the tree, strip bark, to create jin and shari, and then wire the tree to give a definitive style”.  

The tree was won by Dennis Miu of Yamato!
Do you subscribe to the Golden Statements magazine?  Mike Pistello wrote a great article in the magazine about preparing Johnny Uchida’s Sierra Juniper for our 2008 show so it could be presented in the Tokonoma – it turned out very well as all agreed who saw it.  If you do not have the magazine please try to borrow one so you can read Mike’s article (editor’s note: this is also available online in its entirety at http://www.gsbf-bonsai.org/goldenstatements/).

As of March 31, 2009 we have 57 paid-up members. Hopefully a few more stragglers will miss their newsletter and reflect on the other benefits that the club offers and renew their membership with the club.

At The Next Club Meeting…
On Tuesday, April 21st, Uchida-sensei will do demonstration on rock planting (Ishizuke).
Don’t miss this club meeting event.

Place: Castro Valley Women's Club,

18330 Redwood Road, Castro Valley, CA  

Note:  All Club Meetings start at 7:00 PM.
Club Demonstration Schedule - 2009      
Apr 21 – Continuation of repotting.  Demonstration Rock Planting (Ishizuke).
May 19 –Collected trees e.g. Oaks and California Juniper, other Shimpaku
June 16 – Japanese Azalea (Satsuki) –  Pruning and Shaping.
July thru December – will be published later.
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Cherry blossoms-Japanese Tea Garden at Golden Gate Park
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Sensei  Uchida’s  Notes
By Johnny Uchida  –  Club Sensei
The time to air layer is April, May,and June. Air layering is a faster way to make new trees with big trunks. Air layering is for trees and shrubs, and almost everything: evergreen, deciduous and fruit trees. 
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This example is Japanese apricot or ume –yabai (editor’s note: yabai is a classification of Japanese apricot). In this case we air layer a large tree to make a smaller bonsai with a short, thick trunk. 

Once you select a place to cut you take off the bark a quarter to half inch. Make sure no bark is left. 
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Clean up the cuts and paint them around with root hormone. Put a mesh screen around and then put in soil like you would for a bonsai. 
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Use a mix of Akadama, pumice, and lava and then cover the top of the soil with sphagnum moss. Put in water from the top like we do for regular bonsai and keep in partial shade area. 
This kind of tree (deciduous) is very early and takes about 5 to 8 months to root and cut and plant in a bonsai pot.
It takes almost one year from start to a bonsai ready to be planted in a pot. I will see you at the meeting. 
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Bonsai Basic
Seasonal tips
By Michael Baker

Greetings fellow bonsai artists!!

Spring has sprung!! It’s time for us to get busy and time for us to focus on our trees as they wake up from a long winter.

Fertilizer, wire condition, weed abatement, winter debris, pest control, and sun position issues abound and none of them are any less important than the other!!

Hopefully you are already fertilizing your little angels. Whether it  is an application of Miracle-Gro, (balanced formula 14-14-14), reapplication of your rapeseed cakes, or a new dose of Osmocote, fertilizer is a must as your trees emerge from their dormant nap….IF YOU HAVE NOT FED YOUR TREES, NOW IS THE TIME!! Johnny stocks rapeseed cake at Grove Way and also stocks the cake cages you can use if you have squirrel or bird issues.

Next, check your wire!!! Chances are you’ve got something out there that is being cut by wire applied last year. This is an attention issue. Too many trees can make this more difficult but in my case it’s a price I’m willing to pay!! Be attentive to your trees and check them for “tight fit”.

Weeds are the bane of our gardening existence! They grow in places that are fertile and well watered…and hopefully that is how we are treating our little works of living art…last year I experimented with an herbicide in low dose to control the likes of spurge and oxalis…it worked for a while but was VERY hard on my trees.

I’m revising my recommendation this year and telling you that weed pulling is good for your soul!!!  Find a shady spot in your yard and pull away!! Listen for your tree thanking you.

Winter debris and pest control are part and parcel to each other. Leaves on the tables that hold your tree are the hiding spots for countless harmful critters. Take your tree form the table, clear away the leaves and other debris, rinse the tables with a strong pressure wash and the place the tree back in a different position…HEY, THAT IS SUPPOSED TO BE THE NEXT PARAGRAPH!!

Use your watering nozzle to keep your foliage free of aphids, white fly, spider mites, and all of the other spring foliage munchers. Turn up the pressure and spray from below in an upward direction being sure to work from the bottom of the tree up. The rascals hide on the bottom of the leaves just to mess with us!!

Don’t let ‘em win!! Spring is a magical time for bonsai…a great time for you to reestablish your relationship with your trees and your bonsai friends…!!!

See you all at the next meeting and remember …bring a tree!!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
fertilizing Bonsai-Part 1
By Noah Hanna

This month I am writing about the use of fertilizers in bonsai. Since spring is a time when your trees start to wake up and get active again, it is a good time to stock up on fertilizers and other supplies. This is part 1 of my article which is an overview of fertilizers and a little bit about why they do what they do. In part 2, I will attempt to analyze some of the fertilizer products I have encountered.
In researching this article I looked back in my library of bonsai books and could not find any books with more than a few short paragraphs about how fertilizing improves the health of your bonsai. It seems that, like soil mixes, each artist has a unique fertilizing routine that they promote. 

What is a fertilizer?

Fertilizers are compounds given to plants to provide nutrients and promote growth. No, this is not “plant food”, but it is common to say “feeding” as an informal term for applying fertilizer. In the case of bonsai, the potting medium that is best able to provide healthy and rapid root growth is very sterile, and regular fertilization is needed to keep the tree healthy.

Organic vs. inorganic: For our purposes it’s helpful to break down the different types of fertilizers. Note that this is a generalization and different than standards that professional organic growers use. In this case I use the definition I have seen given most often in this context: 

· Organic fertilizers: fertilizers made from materials that were once living

· Inorganic types: fertilizers made from chemicals or minerals 
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A large Juniper at the GSBF collection in Oakland, with slow release fertilizer in teabags on the soil surface



The topic of which type of fertilizer is best is controversial. The simplest analysis I can give is to paraphrase Colin Lewis: the tree doesn’t care where the nutrients come from. I would suggest 
that researching which type of fertilizer works best is good, but it is more important that your trees are healthy and growing in a way that suits your goals. 

However, I will say that you should never buy one fertilizer product or another because of claims that you can “never overfertilize” or “never burn” with their product. Either method is releasing nutrients into the soil, and you should continue to be cautious about overdoing it despite any claims on the package.
Nutrients and NPK numbers:
Commercial fertilizer products sold in the US will most often come with labels listing “Guaranteed Analysis”, with information about available Nitrogen (N), Phosphate (P), and Potassium (K). This information is a good starting place to determine if a fertilizer product is appropriate for your intended use. The label will also state if there are other nutrients present such as Magnesium, Iron, Zinc, Copper, etc. These “secondary plant nutrients”, (also known as micronutrients) are beneficial, but usually only needed in small quantities, so it is good to include a product with these nutrients in a fertilizing routine.
What N-P-K ratio?
The exact N-P-K numbers that are best for your application will depend on your goals, the time of year, and what type of tree it is being used on, etc. If the fertilizer is water soluble you can cut the amount of fertilizer the directions call for by mixing in less.  In the same amount of water, using half as much half powdered mix of a 10-10-10 application would have the same affect as a full-strength 5-5-5, etc. Even though many books will give this advice, you generally don’t need to use commercial fertilizers at half-strength for bonsai unless you have a specific reason to do so.  

Most books and magazines will recommend a “balanced” feed with fertilizer products somewhere between 5 and 20 in each N-P-K value when trees are actively growing and not stressed. Note that “balanced” is a relative term, so you don’t need to throw out that big jug of fertilizer just because it’s rated at 10-15-10. However, fertilizers with ratios that are very high in one N-P-K value in relation to the others, like 30-2-3 (a lawn fertilizer) are generally avoided for bonsai use. 
In addition to balanced general purpose fertilizers, flowering and fruiting bonsai, acid loving bonsai, and others have specific products you can use for specific applications.
How much? What strength? How often?

This is something you need to figure out with time and experience. The important factors in determining how much fertilizer to apply include:

· What type of soil? Is it freely draining and inorganic or is there lots of material that will retain excess water and fertilizer?
· Is the tree being trained to get big and grow a massive trunk, or is it an established tree that needs compact foliage and short internodes?

· What time of year is it? What is the weather like? If it is approaching winter the tree may be going dormant, or it may be the wrong time to use fertilizers with high Nitrogen content. Experience will tell you when a tree is at a place in its growing cycle where it needs fertilizing. If you are not sure ask someone with experience, preferably someone who knows the climate where you live.
· What is the bonsai telling you? If it is spring and the tree has not yet budded, the roots may not be ready to absorb nutrients even if other trees are going strong. If the tree doesn’t look right there may be a disease or pest affecting it in which case you will want to reduce or stop feeding. 
· Is the bonsai stressed? If you recently repotted, the tree was severely dehydrated, or the tree is otherwise stressed, you should reduce your feeding accordingly. 
Methods of applying fertilizer:

There are many different types of fertilizer products available on the market, and there seems to be no shortage of new products and outlandish claims.

The most important thing to remember is you want to be consistent and know how the fertilizer works. For beginners, I recommend a product that is clearly labeled with N-P-K values, directions for use, and ingredients. As a beginner, I started with balanced liquid products with N-P-K somewhere in the range of 10-10-10 that include small quantities of micronutrients like Magnesium, Iron, etc. A product like this can be applied to healthy trees full-strength throughout the growing season. Just follow the ratios and directions for general feeding (some have specific instructions for potted plants) and mix it right in your watering can.  
That being said, the fertilizing advice I hear most often from veteran bonsai artists is that amateur bonsai artists just do not fertilize frequently enough. As we progress in the art we buy more trees and many of us are lucky if all of our trees get daily watering, never mind a strict fertilizing regime. 
Once you grasp the basics of how fertilizing works, most of us eventually use slow release forms of fertilizers in one form or another. This transition may be total, it may be as a supplement for liquid fertilizers at reduced strength, or maybe you just use the slow release stuff on the material you know you won’t get to fertilizing otherwise.
If you are interested in learning about fertilizers in bonsai and particularly related to training pines, I recommend “Pines: Growing & Styling Japanese Black & White Pines”, from the Bonsai Today Master Series by Stone Lantern.
More on fertilizing will be coming in part 2 of this article in a future newsletter.
[image: image7.jpg]



GSBF Calendar of Events

(For a more complete list, please refer to Golden Statements calendar of events or visit the web site at www.gsbf-bonsai.org).  Some nearby scheduled events are:

April 4-5                      
Sacramento, California
Bonsai Sekiyu Kai: 32nd Annual Bonsai Show at the Sacramento Betsuin Buddhist Church, 2401 Riverside Boulevard, Saturday, 12:00PM to 5:00PM, and Sunday, 10:00AM to 3:30PM. Demonstrations both days at 2:00PM by Bonsai Master John Uchida. Refreshments, door prizes, raffles, plants and bonsai tool sales. Ron Krause (916) 481-4792.

April 4-5                        
San Mateo, California
Sei Boku Bonsai Kai: 26th Annual Show will be held at the San Mateo Garden Center, 605 Parkside Wy. from 10AM-4PM both days. Demonstrations will be at 1PM each day. (Steve Jang on Saturday and Valerie Monroe on Sunday.) “Dr Bonsai” will be there to answer all your bonsai questions. In addition to our wonderful bonsai display, trees, pots and other bonsai-related items will be for sale. khaley57@gmail.com 

May 2-3                                   
Sacramento, California
Sacramento Bonsai Club: 63rd Annual Bonsai and SuisekiShow at the Sacramento Buddhist Church, 2401 Riverside Blvd. Show hours are Saturday, 12noon-5PM and Sunday, 10AM-4PM. Demonstration by Boon Manakitivipart at 2PM, both days. Raffle will follow. Free admission. Plants and bonsai related items for sale. For further information contact Gary Judd 916-630-1340.

May 16-17                              
Sacramento, California
Satsuki Aikokai of Sacramento: Annual Show at the Shepard Garden and Arts Center, 3330 McKinley Blvd. Show hours are Saturday, 10AM-5PM and Sunday, 10AM-4PM. Demonstration at 1:30PM both days, followed by benefit drawings. Member and vendor sales. Free admission. Ann Hultgren, 916-961-3889 or email mahult@earthlink.net
May 30-31                                 
Oakland, California
Bay Area Satsuki Aikokai: 15th Annual Satsuki Bonsai Show at the Lakeside Park Garden Center, 666 Bellevue Ave. Hours are Saturday, 10AM-5PM and Sunday,10AM-4PM. Demonstrations at 1:30PM using mature trees by Rick Garcia on Saturday and by Johnny Uchida on Sunday. Large selection of trees on sale. For more information contact Bob Gould (925) 935-1914.

May 30-31                      
Sacramento, California 
American Bonsai Association: 50th Anniversary Show & Celebration, 10AM-4:30PM, at the Shepard Garden & Arts Center, 3330 McKinley Blvd. Hands-on workshops for all levels from beginners to advanced enthusiasts; large member sales and vendor area; hourly raffles and door prizes. Demonstration daily at 1:30PM by renowned bonsai professionals. Timm Johnson, 916-362-8147; BonsaiTimm@aol.com
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This Month …

A very Happy Birthday to: 

April
1st – Dave Barron

15th – Art Johnson

17th – Lyle Crater

21st – Dennis Miu

26th Warren Rhine
Happy Anniversary and many more years to come:

7th – Devin Bratset ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Yamato Bonsai Kai – 2009 Board
	President – Jack Ellis

Vice President – Lu Bedard

Secretary – Karen Paulos

Treasurer – Dagmar Bedard

Director 2009/10 – Sandy Barron

Director 2008/09 – Dennis Hawkins

Director 2009/10 – Allen Hightower 

Director 2008/09 –  Mike Pistello
Director 2009/10 – Emiko Rosenberg
	925-455-5429

510-537-0669

510-351-1081

510-537-0669

510-657-6895

510-657-8229
510-792-2677
925-818-6116
510-537-0326


Contact Us

If you need to mail anything to the club in general, please send to: 

YAMATO BONSAI KAI

P. O. Box 2616

Castro Valley, CA 94546-2616

If there is anything you would like to contribute or comment on regarding the newsletter, contact the editor, Noah Hanna, at noah@invalidargument.com 
If you have moved, or changed your email address, please notify Yamato Bonsai Kai, so that we may update our contact and mailing list information.   Thank you.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Yamato Classifieds

From Mike Pistello: 

I am going to be having another workshop at my new place in Danville. The date will be Monday, May 11th from 9:00 am to 5 pm. The workshop will be focused on Bonsai styling and wiring techniques. We will discuss potential Bonsai styles for your Bonsai. This is a hands-on workshop and the goal is to have you, the participant, wiring and pruning your own tree. We will also be discussing black pine pruning techniques.

I will again have handouts for each participant. Lunch and refreshments will be provided as part of the workshop cost. The cost per person is $75.00 or $140.00 per couple (same household). Those planning to attend must mail me a check to reserve your spot by May 5th.
For more information contact Mike Pistello at drtydgo@hotmail.com.

Notice:   if you want to advertise something in this space, please compose your text and contact the Newsletter Editor. 
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Ishizuke bonsai- rock planting with accent plants
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