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Message from the Board

By Lu Bedard  –  Vice-President
The 2009 Mammoth Bonsai Auction & Sale at Lake Merritt was well attended by Yamato Members, many of whom volunteered their time to help make it a great event.  In addition to the plant sale, which included plants and pots from the collection at Lake Merritt, there was a large amount of plants for the silent auction.  Many Yamato members wore our logoed shirts, aprons and caps which lets the public and members of other clubs realize that we support the Collection.

I Saw Carl Yetter, a long-time Yamato member, at the Castro Valley post office the other day. Carl was in a serious accident with an 18 wheeler last year – but he seems to be doing pretty well now. He said to say hello to the Yamato “bunch” and I told him to come to a meeting when he feels up to it – I’m sure every one who knows him from years past would like to see him.

Also talked with Lyle Crater on Friday, he had missed Bonsai class last Monday.  Lyle is scheduled for surgery on March 30th – we wish him well.  If you would like to send him a card his address is: 
19138 Christensen Ct.


Castro Valley, CA  94546

I’m sure he would appreciate hearing from as many of us as possible

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Correction

Last month the email version of the newsletter incorrectly listed the guest photographer’s business, the correct name is Aimei Photography. 

At The Next Club Meeting…
On Tuesday, March 17th, Uchida-sensei will do demonstration on Black Pine.
Don’t miss this club meeting event.

Place: Castro Valley Women's Club,

18330 Redwood Road, Castro Valley, CA  

Note:  All Club Meetings start at 7:00 PM.
Club Demonstration Schedule - 2009      
Mar 17 – Active period for repotting (almost everything) Demonstration for Black Pine (and other 2-needle pine).

Apr 21 – Continuation of repotting.  Demonstration Rock Planting (Ishizuke).
May 19 –Collected trees e.g. Oaks and California Juniper, other Shimpaku
June 16 – Japanese Azalea (Satsuki) –  Pruning and Shaping.
July thru December – will be published later.
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Sensei Johnny Uchida at Grove Way Bonsai Nursery
(Image courtesy of Amy Cheong of Aimei Photography)
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Sensei  Uchida’s  Notes
By Johnny Uchida  –  Club Sensei
Notes on repotting Black Pines:
When you do Black Pine, the best choices for pots are rectangular or oval pots. For older trees, make sure to remove the old soil. The nebari (root spread) of Black Pines is very important, so you want to train the roots and as they mature you will display them as a feature. For Black Pines, it’s important to develop and display a strong nebari.
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Good pot choices for Black Pines


(Illustrations courtesy of Johnny Uchida)

When you repot, some of the roots may be crossing over each other. When training the roots you can correct crossing roots and empty gaps between roots with string tied between roots. The type of string you would want to use is a natural twine that will naturally rot away over time. (See Sensei’s illustration below). 
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Correcting positions of roots using string


When you trim the roots, dead roots should be taken out but make sure you save the nice healthy roots. For any trees, good technique with root pruning is important. Study the roots well before you start cutting. I will be demonstrating repotting Black Pines at the March meeting. See you at the meeting. 

I will see you at the meeting. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Bonsai Basic
By Noah Hanna

This month: BONSAI SOILS
At our meeting in January, Uchida-Sensei presented us with a list of ingredients and percentages he uses in one of his bonsai soil mixes. Now that it is March, it may already be too late to repot your deciduous trees as the buds begin to open (talk to an experienced club member if you’re not sure). However, you may still have repotting left to do and it is still a good time to talk how to mix a good bonsai soil.  

First off, some terminology. Merriam-Webster defines the word soil as “…the upper layer of earth that may be dug or plowed and in which plants grow”. Most of the time you would never want to include “soil”, garden compost, or anything that you dug out of the ground as an ingredient in a mix for one of your prized bonsai. This is especially true for the hard clay soil where many of us live. To make this distinction, some prefer to use a term other than “bonsai soil”, like potting mix, growing medium, etc. 

 To further confuse matters, many of us started learning about bonsai from books, and when these books talk about bonsai soil, the terminology may be completely foreign sounding. Seeing terms like grit, humus, and inert aggregate can be confusing. And then when you pick up a copy of Bonsai Focus, things get even more complicated with products like Haydite, Zeolith, and Hyuga accompanied by claims of unbridled horticultural success.
In this article I have included the mix that Uchida-Sensei presented at January’s club meeting as a starting point to get you thinking about mixing your own soil. To get started, you will need a bonsai soil sieve, this will help to eliminate fine dust as well as particles that are too big for the bonsai you are planning to repot. Three sizes of screens are a good starting point, over time you may want more. 

Here are the proportions for this particular mix: 

· 40% Lava Rock

· 20% Horticultural Pumice 

· 20% Calidama

· 10% Akadama

· 5% Coarse Sand

· 5% Bark

Sensei tells me this is an updated mixture he is trying this year and he uses it on trees that like lots of drainage like Trident Maples and some of his conifers. All ingredients are sifted to leave the optimal sizes for the trees being potted. What do these ingredients do when mixed together as bonsai soil?

Lava Rock 
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Lava rock is inorganic, drains well, and actually holds more water than you would think from its rocky texture. Here is a mix of dark red and blackish lava, the brighter red lava is easier to find but some people find the color distracting.

Horticultural Pumice
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Usually white colored like seen here, horticultural pumice is inorganic, and is great to use any time you want a fast draining soil. Ask any club member who has dug up a California Juniper from the California deserts, and most likely that tree spent at least a year or 2 (some much longer) of its life living in a pot with 100% pumice. Keep in mind that the faster the water drains, the more you will need to water, but one thing everyone likes is that pumice weighs much less than most other bonsai soil ingredients.  

Calidama
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Calidama is an inorganic soil product mined in California. It is harder than Akadama so it is less likely to break down in a pot. I don’t have much experience with Calidama but I know it has some properties in common with Akadama (hence the name). 

Sensei planted a tree in 100% Calidama this year as an experiment, it will be interesting to see how this tree develops in comparison to more traditional mixes.

Akadama
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Akadama is an inorganic soil product mined in Japan. If you look at the work of bonsai artists in Japan, they will almost always have a large percentage of Akadama in their soil mix. There are many advantages to Akadama in that it retains water and nutrients well while still providing drainage. The disadvantages are that the granules have a tendency to crumble or break down which creates fine dust that prevents water from draining properly. The other big disadvantage is the cost, which has always been relatively high and seems to keep going up. (Note: you will often find Akadama in a bag labeled as “Japanese pumice” these days, I have been assured it’s still the same thing). 

Coarse Sand
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The purpose of including sand in a mix is primarily to aid in drainage. I often see the term “coarse sand” used in describing the ideal sand to use in a bonsai soil mix, but what you are looking for is a very specific horticultural product. You need to be very careful in adding any old sand to bonsai soil, since some sand is sold as “play sand” or for building and may contain salt and impurities that will damage your tree. Sand from the beach might seem like a good idea but salt deposits can actually kill your tree.

Conversely, most sand that I see sold as “horticultural sand” is very fine and will actually make your soil drain poorly and may lead to root rot in a bonsai mix. In my experience it can be difficult to find good quality sand that is big enough that it will not fall through the finest soil screen. Sensei is using a #2/12 sand here that he has sourced locally and he purchases by the truckload. Sand of course is inorganic. 

Bark
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Bark is the only ingredient in this mix that is considered “organic”, coming from plant materials. At only 5% of the mix, you can see that organic materials make up a very small part of the overall mix. Generally speaking, organic ingredients tend to retain a lot of moisture and nutrients from fertilizing and do so longer, which is good. The downside is soil that doesn’t drain well is bad for roots, so many artists use little or no organic ingredients. The type of bark here is fir bark sold for mulching that has been properly sifted. 

In conclusion, I have attempted to present the properties of this particular soil mix to get you thinking about mixing your own bonsai soil. There is no one magical ingredient or combination of ingredients that will give you the best results in every situation. Sensei continues to adapt and modify his mixtures and ratios, and changes the mix for different trees and desired results. 

Keep in mind that weather and climate affect growing conditions, so what works well for a tree growing in one region might not be optimal for your home, even if both parties are both in Northern California. To learn more about making your own bonsai soil mixes, there is no shortage of good books on the subject, as well as magazines like Bonsai Focus, which has a feature article this month on bonsai soil.
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GSBF Calendar of Events

(For a more complete list, please refer to Golden Statements calendar of events or visit the web site at www.gsbf-bonsai.org).  Some nearby scheduled events are:

March 29 
Scotts Valley, California
Santa Cruz Bonsai Kai: 20th annual Bonsai Show at the Scotts Valley Community Center, 360 King's Village Road, Hours are 10:30AM-4:30PM. Demonstration at 1:30PM by Katsumi Kinoshita. Plant sales, door prizes, raffle of the demonstration tree and much more.
April 4-5                      
Sacramento, California
Bonsai Sekiyu Kai: 32nd Annual Bonsai Show at the Sacramento Betsuin Buddhist Church, 2401 Riverside Boulevard, Saturday, 12:00PM to 5:00PM, and Sunday, 10:00AM to 3:30PM. Demonstrations both days at 2:00PM by Bonsai Master John Uchida. Refreshments, door prizes, raffles, plants and bonsai tool sales. Ron Krause (916) 481-4792.

April 4-5                        
San Mateo, California
Sei Boku Bonsai Kai: 26th Annual Show will be held at the San Mateo Garden Center, 605 Parkside Wy. from 10AM-4PM both days. Demonstrations will be at 1PM each day. (Steve Jang on Saturday and Valerie Monroe on Sunday.) “Dr Bonsai” will be there to answer all your bonsai questions. In addition to our wonderful bonsai display, trees, pots and other bonsai-related items will be for sale. khaley57@gmail.com 

May 2-3                                   
Sacramento, California
Sacramento Bonsai Club: 63rd Annual Bonsai and SuisekiShow at the Sacramento Buddhist Church, 2401 Riverside Blvd. Show hours are Saturday, 12noon-5PM and Sunday, 10AM-4PM. Demonstration by Boon Manakitivipart at 2PM, both days. Raffle will follow. Free admission. Plants and bonsai related items for sale. For further information contact Gary Judd 916-630-1340.

May 16-17                              
Sacramento, California
Satsuki Aikokai of Sacramento: Annual Show at the Shepard Garden and Arts Center, 3330 McKinley Blvd. Show hours are Saturday, 10AM-5PM and Sunday, 10AM-4PM. Demonstration at 1:30PM both days, followed by benefit drawings. Member and vendor sales. Free admission. Ann Hultgren, 916-961-3889 or email mahult@earthlink.net
May 30-31                                 
Oakland, California
Bay Area Satsuki Aikokai: 15th Annual Satsuki Bonsai Show at the Lakeside Park Garden Center, 666 Bellevue Ave. Hours are Saturday, 10AM-5PM and Sunday,10AM-4PM. Demonstrations at 1:30PM using mature trees by Rick Garcia on Saturday and by Johnny Uchida on Sunday. Large selection of trees on sale. For more information contact Bob Gould (925) 935-1914.

May 30-31                      
Sacramento, California 
American Bonsai Association: 50th Anniversary Show & Celebration, 10AM-4:30PM, at the Shepard Garden & Arts Center, 3330 McKinley Blvd. Hands-on workshops for all levels from beginners to advanced enthusiasts; large member sales and vendor area; hourly raffles and door prizes. Demonstration daily at 1:30PM by renowned bonsai professionals. Timm Johnson, 916-362-8147; BonsaiTimm@aol.com
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This Month …

A very Happy Birthday to: 

March

25th – Dagmar Bedard

27th – Don Fernquest

30th – Brad Sheldon

Happy Anniversary and many more years to come:

1st – Doris & Art Johnson

14th – Dennis & MaryEllen Hawkins
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Yamato Bonsai Kai – 2009 Board
	President – Jack Ellis

Vice President – Lu Bedard

Secretary – Karen Paulos

Treasurer – Dagmar Bedard

Director 2009/10 – Sandy Barron

Director 2008/09 – Dennis Hawkins

Director 2009/10 – Allen Hightower 

Director 2008/09 –  Mike Pistello
Director 2009/10 – Emiko Rosenberg
	925-455-5429

510-537-0669

510-351-1081

510-537-0669

510-657-6895

510-657-8229
510-792-2677
925-818-6116
510-537-0326


Contact Us

If you need to mail anything to the club in general, please send to: 

YAMATO BONSAI KAI

P. O. Box 2616

Castro Valley, CA 94546-2616

If there is anything you would like to contribute or comment on regarding the newsletter, contact the editor, Noah Hanna, at noah@invalidargument.com 
If you have moved, or changed your email address, please notify Yamato Bonsai Kai, so that we may update our contact and mailing list information.   Thank you.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Yamato Classifieds

Notice:   if you want to advertise something in this space, please compose your text and contact the Newsletter Editor. 

YAMATO BONSAI KAI

P. O. Box 2616

Castro Valley, CA 94546-2616

Return Service Requested

Attention Postmaster:

Dated Material – Please Expedite
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