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Message from the Board

By Jack Ellis  –  President
Election of Officers for 2009

At the last monthly meeting the following members were nominated to hold office during 2009:
President – Jack Ellis

Vice President – Lu Bedard
Treasurer – Dagmar Bedard

Secretary – Karen Paulos

Director’s:  Sandy Barron, Tony Hayworth, Allen Hightower, and Emiko Rosenberg (for 2-year term)
There were no other nominations. The president made a motion that all nominees be elected by acclamation.  Motion seconded and passed.  The slate of officers will take office at the January meeting.
New Years Greetings

By Lu Bedard  –  Vice President
Happy New Years to you all.
Here we go again, we made it through the holidays and I only gained a pound or two – how did you do?  This cold weather has not been kind to my bonsai, but hopefully in Spring they will all come back nice and green with new buds.  Knowing how much and just when to water your plants is somewhat difficult for me – but I am pretty much recovered from my illness last fall and am now able to spend time in the yard again.   I am also back to Johnny Uchida’s Monday night classes so it gives me a chance to catch up with the members of that class plus Mike Bakers class down the hall.  Mike has a large class again and it is fun to drop in on his class to see what he is teaching that evening. 

Don’t miss the Bay Island Bonsai (BIB) show on January 17-18 at Centennial Hall in Hayward – the same location as our own yearly show. Lots of fine trees, done by Boon and his BIB members.

January 25 is the Yamato field trip to Jim Gremels Deer Meadow Bonsai – it is one of the few bonsai nurseries around with both potted plants and bonsai growing in the ground – some already trimmed and wired.  Jim makes his own copper wire which he sells throughout the United States.  He is also a potter of note and has a selection of pots for sale. Parking is somewhat limited so find someone to carpool with if you can.  

See you at the club meeting on January 20, 2009.
Annual Membership Drive Begins

By Lu Bedard – Vice President
At this time we begin our 2009 annual membership renewal.  It is a great time to remind prospective friends or neighbors about the bonsai kai (club) and the many benefits and activities of the membership.

To name a few:

· Annual show

· Monthly club meeting with Johnny’s demos and critique of your plants

· Newsletter
· Discount all year at Grove Way Bonsai Nursery

· Annual Holiday party

· Field trips 
· And of course, “Friendship Through Bonsai”
At the end of this newsletter is the member renewal form.  Dues are the same as last year, $45 for a single membership and $55 for a family membership regardless of the number of family members as long as they are living in the same household.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
At The Next Club Meeting…
On Tuesday, January 20th, Uchida sensei will do demonstration on grafting techniques.  Sensei will lecture on general winter care, dormant disease spraying and he will lecture and discuss bonsai soil preparation.
Don’t miss this club meeting event.

Place: Castro Valley Women's Club,

18330 Redwood Road, Castro Valley, CA  

Note:  All Club Meetings start at 7:00 PM.
Message from the Board – Continued
Coming Events
What?

Field Trip to Deer Meadow Bonsai
When?

January 25th  -  Plan to arrive by 10AM   
Where?

Deer Meadow Lane, Occidental, CA
Suggested:  
Car Pooling, Call Lu (510-537-0660) if interested and or to arrange carpooling. 

Directions to Deer Meadow Bonsai – copied from www.JimGremel.com

1. From Hwy 101, take Hwy-116 West to, and through, Sebastopol. 

2. About 1 mile past Sebastopol, turn left on Occidental Road. (There is a 4-way stop light & a Texaco Station at that intersection). 

3. Drive about 6 miles into Occidental. 

4. Turn left on Bohemian Hwy (the only north-south road in town). 

5. Two blocks to Bittner, turn right. 

6. Drive 2 miles west on Bittner to Deer Meadow Lane and turn right. (If you reach Joy Road, you have gone too far. Turn around & go back about 100 yards & then turn left on Deer Meadow.) 

7. One full mile to my gate - all the way to the end of the road. Note: this is a pot-holed, rutted dirt road, and the house numbers are out of order, so just stay on the road all the way to the end. 
What?

Yamato Workshop
When?

February 7th     -  8:00AM  to 4:00PM

Where?

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church

            

38801 Blacow, Fremont CA.  

Cross Street is Brophy; (1 block north of Mowry)

Bring:

Trees you want help with; Tools and wire;

             

A brown bag lunch

Fee:      

10 dollars

Summary:  Club Workshop - A chance to have Johnny and others help with styling, pruning and maintenance.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Club Demonstration Schedule - 2009      
Jan 20 – Grafting (Tsugiki) technique, deciduous tree pruning & dormant spraying.
Feb 17 – Deciduous Trees Maple (Momiji or Kaede) – transplanting & repotting.
Mar 17 – Active period for repotting (almost everything) Demonstration for Black Pine (and other 2-needle pine).

Apr 21 – Continuation of repotting.  Demonstration Rock Planting (Ishizuke).
May 19 –Collected trees e.g. Oaks and California Juniper, other Shimpaku
June 16 – Japanese Azalea (Satsuki) –  Pruning and Shaping.
July thru December – will be published later.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Sensei  Uchida’s  Notes
By Johnny Uchida  –  Club Sensei
Dear Member.  Happy New Year!  Very cold weather – won’t help the bonsai or other plants grow much.  It is better to have the cold than to have mild weather at this time.  Trees need four seasons and many trees need dormancy and will benefit this year from the cold weather.  Just make sure the roots are not bone dry when it’s very cold for several days.  Our trees need dormancy.

Deciduous trees have lost most or all of their leaves, evergreen trees are yellow, and some are brown color.  Don’t worry about it, when time comes color will return to normal.

In the month of January you have to do dormant spray, this is very important.  Coming soon we have very busy time for bonsai.  February and March is favorable for many bonsai repotting, so we need to prepare “soil” now.  Bonsai soil materials should be nice and dry when you mix or prepare them otherwise if wet they will not keep and then be no good come repotting time.

At the next meeting I will lecture on my soil mix and answer your questions.

I see you at the meeting.

Thank you.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
[image: image4.jpg]oIpnis 204 lestiog 010U - (d[) itseARqoY Oluny - SeinwnSiel “JeA Wniewied 49Dy




[image: image5.jpg]



Bonsai Basic

By Tony Hayworth 
Akemashite Omedetou-gozaimasu.  (Happy New Year).

The above is the traditional Japanese New Year greeting.  It is used on family, colleagues, friends and acquaintances during the first time you see them in the New Year… and only in the first 10 days or 2 weeks of the year.   It would be quite awkward to greet your Japanese friends this way at the end of January!! 

Caring for and enjoying bonsai at this time of the year can also be awkward.  I say this because you might think there is not much to do or the weather suggests to you that its cold and nothing is growing, etc… so therefore there is not much to do (and I would rather stay inside a warm house!).  

Let me remind you of some of the things you need to do and consider at this time of the year.

· Make sure your trees are not getting over watered.  If there has been rain, check that it is getting into the pot and down into root system.  Sometimes a dense canopy can fend off light rain from getting down into the roots.  If your soil is porous you have less to worry about.  But still, do not over water during the dead of winter.  Do not just automatically water everything everyday.  Check your trees and see if they are still wet from the previous watering or rain.  If they are, give them a break.  A rule of watering is water heavily when you water… but wait to water again only after the soil is dry (not complete dried out!).  Avoid root rot is my message for a healthier tree.

· If you have any instructions that talk about fertilizing this month, please re-think this.  I cannot think of anything or any reason to fertilize during late December or early January.  As your tree wakes up in February, then you can fertilize.
· Transplanting is out this month.  What you can do is get your soil mixtures all prepared for the coming months.  At the January club meeting Sensei Uchida will lecture on the subject of Soil and soil mixtures.  Preparing this now will save you time in late February and through the rest of the transplanting season.  This is when you will be working like a gopher using up all the soil mixtures you have prepared!

· Wire.  Check it each week this month and next.  If it looks tight at all, or has been on for 6 – 9 months or more, it should come off now.  As the swell and growth of spring comes on, it will surely dig in to the bark as the tree comes out of its hibernation.  You can always reapply wire later if the shape does not hold after you remove it.
· Pest.  Your deciduous trees should be attended to with a dormant disease control product with lime-sulfur in it.  It is a good time to treat deadwood areas with the lime-sulfur too.  Make sure you do it in the morning and the sun is out for the rest of the day.  Key is to get it dry as fast as possible after it is applied. Check all other types of trees for mold and pests.

· If you have any heavy or thick moss about your trees… now is a good time to strip off some of it.  Thick moss climbing up the trunk of a tree is not good for it.

· It is a great time to clean up your pots.  Don’t wait until show time, as many trees may never get to a show.  I recall being in Omiya’s Bonsai village several years ago at the New Year holiday and witnessed first hand all the hard work going on to clean up the pots at this time of the year.  Learn to take care of your pots as they are an investment too.
· The shaping of deciduous trees should take place this month.  This is critical as they are dormant and bare and you can see what you are doing.  These instructions are for normal shaping.  Any drastic shaping should come later in the growing cycle.

· Keep you display and growing areas free of debris and dead or fallen leaves.  A clean area is healthier and does not tend to breed pests.
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Bonsai Tip:  as a tip this month, I want to give you some encouragement for the New Year on bonsai tree styles.  You should always have a style in mind when you are making or caring for your trees.  With many new faces in the club this past year, lets go back to basics.

BONSAI STYLES 

The five typical (and classical) shapes for individual tree formations of bonsai are:
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	Chokkan – Formal Upright

The chokkan bonsai has a strong single, upright trunk that tapers toward the top. Branches are symmetrically balanced, uniform and well spaced.
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	Moyogi  – Curved Informal Upright

Moyogi bonsai have a single trunk like the chokkan, but the trunk is curved. The trunk generally tapers toward the top like the formal upright.
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	Shakan  – Slanting

A single trunk upright, but cultivated with the trunk growing at an angle other than 90 degrees to the ground.  Branches are again balanced and well spaced.  Somewhat like a windswept style except Shakan has branches growing in all directions.  Usually has strong root growing in the direction of the slant.

	[image: image10.jpg]



	Kengai  – Cascade (or hanging style)

The trunk and branches hang down over the edge of the pot.  Most often has one branch as a crown place over the pot.  If the main branch hangs drastically downward it is sometimes referred to as Dai-Kengai (or extreme cascade). Cascades are usually planted in deep pots to give balance to its form.

	No Pic (yet)
(
	Han-Kengai  – Semi-Cascade 

Like the Kengai, the main branch cascades over the side of the pot, but moves outward and horizontally like a branch hanging over a cliff.


A huge thank you to Mike Baker for providing the drawings on the above tree style formations.

Learn more about bonsai in the coming months and at our monthly club meetings.  See you then!!!

Remember… keep your eye on Bonsai.

Email   bonsaicho@sbcglobal.net    
Phone   510-471-9238     evenings
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Celebrations This Month …
A very Happy Birthday to: 
14th – Al Shurtleff 
15th – Bruce Crater
17th – Ed Wenik
23rd – Kathleen Corbiere
29th – Winnie DeDora

No Anniversaries this month.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Contact Us

If you need to mail anything to the club in general, please send to: 

YAMATO BONSAI KAI

P. O. Box 2616

Castro Valley, CA 94546-2616

If there is anything you would like to contribute or comment on regarding the newsletter, contact the editor, Tony Hayworth, at bonsaicho@sbcglobal.net 
If you have moved, or changed your email address, please notify Yamato Bonsai Kai, so that we may update our contact and mailing list information.   Thank you.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Yamato Bonsai Kai – 2009 Board
	President – Jack Ellis

Vice President – Lu Bedard

Secretary – Karen Paulos

Treasurer – Dagmar Bedard

Director 2009/10 – Sandy Barron

Director 2008/09 – Dennis Hawkins

Director 2009/10 – Tony Hayworth 

Director 2009/10 – Allen Hightower 

Director 2008/09 –  Mike Pistello
Director 2009/10 – Emiko Rosenberg
	925-455-5429

510-537-0669

510-351-1081

510-537-0669

510-657-6895

510-657-8229
510-289-5731
510-792-2677
925-818-6116
510-537-0326


2009
Yamato Bonsai Kai 
––   Membership Request Form  ––
	Request Type:
	[   ]  Renewal         [   ]  New

	Membership Type:
	[   ]  Single             [   ]  Family

	First Name(s):
	

	Last Name:
	

	* Address:
	

	* Phone: 
	

	* Email Contact:
	

	** Birthday mm/dd:
	

	** Anniversary mm/dd: 
	(enter spouse name if single membership)


-------------------------------------------------------------

Yamato Classifieds          

Notice:   if you want to advertise something in this space, please compose your text and contact the Newsletter Editor.
Add from Mike Pistello

Hello club members. On 2/9/09, I am teaching an 8-hour workshop at my house on re-potting. I will be covering pot selection, soils, proper anchoring techniques and aftercare of re-potted Bonsai. The class will begin at 9:00 am and end at 5:00 pm. I will be covering lunch and refreshments. The cost of the workshop is $75.00 per person. I already have six people attending and have room for one more person. Anyone interested can contact me via e-mail at drtydgo@hotmail.com or via cell phone at (925) 818-6116.  I will give the spot to the first person who contacts me. This workshop requires participation, so you must have at least two Bonsai to bring that need re-potting. I will provide more details to those who are interested. Thank you.  Mike Pistello
Instructions

Enter appropriate information in the provided form.  Return this request form in person to the next club meeting or return by mail to:

YAMATO BONSAI KAI

P. O. Box 2616

Castro Valley, CA 94546-2616

To continue your membership and to receive the newsletter uninterrupted, please respond with your membership request form by 28 February.  

Make checks payable to “Yamato Bonsai Kai”.

Notes

Single  = $45


Family = $55 (same household)

Email 
 = requested for Newsletter distribution
*= Address, Phone & Email Contact are only required on New Requests or if you have changed your details in the last year

**= Birthday & Anniversary = Optional.  Used only for newsletter congratulatory announcement
-------------------------------------------------------
Pre-Bonsai and Bonsai - For Sale – Tony Hayworth has many bonsai and pre-bonsai material for sale… including some large landscape sized bonsai styled trees.  These would make great focal points for any landscape or yard re-do projects that you may be planning.  I am overstocked and want to move this material to a good home.  Is that you?  
I have a few pots for cheap also.

Contact Tony Hayworth early for best selection.  
Phone: 510-471-9238  or   bonsaicho@sbcglobal.net 

Sale Includes:  
· 10 foot - Blue Atlas Cedar

· 5, 6 and 7 foot - Black Pines
· 42 in – Goyo-Matsu (from Japan)       

· Medium sized Shimpaku, Kengai style

· 2 California Juniper – Collected 4 years

· Many medium size Black Pines

· Large Juniper prostrate

· California Juniper    
· Many small pre-bonsai Black Pine
· And More !!!
YAMATO BONSAI KAI

P. O. Box 2616

Castro Valley, CA 94546-2616

Return Service Requested

Attention Postmaster:

Dated Material – Please Expedite
2009 Membership Drive
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