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Message from the Board

By Jack Ellis and Lu Bedard

This month’s newsletter will focused on getting ready for the Fall Show.  Please carefully review the enclosed detail and seek out the show chairman or any of the committee leaders for clarification of detail or to volunteer your services.

Last months we focused on the “Ticket Production & Ticket Rules” and “Yamato Plant Sales” committees, so at this time we will cover all the remaining key area committees.   There is little time remaining so keep on those trees so they will be ready for the Show in October!
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Sensei  Uchida’s  Notes
By Johnny Uchida
Dear Member.  I’m a member of San Francisco Suiseki Club.  On August 2nd and 3rd it was 27th Annual Show in Japantown, San Francisco.   They have very nice rocks, collected all over the river or mountain.  So we put number on each one and everybody judge.  Selected two plaques and five ribbons. Finally I get one—the blue ribbon!  I’m very glad.  Some time that kind of competition may be good or not?  Maybe our bonsai show?  I don’t know….

Well, have you selected which one going to the show? We have only two more months to be ready.  If your trees don’t need wiring no more, take off.  But if need wiring, put on wiring very nicely.  

Our show is Fall show.  Anything colorful tree welcome; especial maple and hornbeam, they are very nice so don’t burn the leaf.  You never know, some day very hot.  So you know better how much and when to water.
See you at the meeting next week.  Thank you.
At The Next Club Meeting…
On Tuesday, August 19th, Uchida sensei will do Kusamono Bonsai Planting (accent plants). 
Don’t miss this club meeting event.

Place: Castro Valley Women's Club,

18330 Redwood Road, Castro Valley, CA  

Note:  All Club Meetings start at 7:00 PM.
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Club Demo Schedule – 2008
The following activities are planned for this year: 
September 16 – Demonstration “show time” preparing show tree.  Bring plant in to meeting for checkup.
October 21 – Meeting after the show.  Talk about show demos.  We will do repotting of California Juniper & Black Pine.

November 18 – Demonstration “Fukinagashi”  (Windswept Style).

December 16 – Demonstration flowering bonsai.  Talk about dormant spraying and winter care. 
Yamato Bonsai Kai – 2008 Board
	President – Jack Ellis

Vice Pres. – Lu Bedard

Secretary – Karen Paulos

Treasurer – Dagmar Bedard

Director 2007/08 – Sandy Barron

Director 2008/09 – Dennis Hawkins

Director 2007/08 – Tony Hayworth 

Director 2007/08 – Allen Hightower 

Director 2008/09 –  Mike Pistello
	925-455-5429

510-537-0669

510-351-1081

510-537-0669

510-657-6895

510-657-8229
510-289-5731
510-792-2677
925-818-6116 
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Yamato Fall Show – Update
By Tony Hayworth, Show Chairman  
This year is the 40 year anniversary of Yamato Bonsai Kai (club) and our 37th annual show.  Let’s all work on our favorite trees so they can be in the best shape possible come show time.

Key Date Reminder

Set up for the show is on Friday 17 October, beginning in the morning at 09:00 AM.  This is an event that is fun as well as work.  But if we have a good turnout, it moves along quite well.  (I wonder who will sponsor lunch this year. ()

Friday Setup – Al Hightower will lead this function.  This is an all hands on deck formation… meaning if you can get over to Centennial Hall and help at any time during the day, please do so.  It starts with team work and the more helping hands available, the sooner it gets done.   We have a storage team that will arrive at approximately 09:00AM and we will begin with the back-drop assembly.  Next is the table setup followed by the table top dressing and placement.   We will setup the outside of the show first this year.   This will allow the vendors plenty of time to come in as their areas will be setup first.  Attention to detail is necessary on these tasks.
Bring your trees when you can, but they will not begin to be setup until Sensei Uchida arrives.   Any tree arriving after 6 PM may get left out.  If you have special circumstances or needs about arrival time, please see the Show Chairman ahead of time.
Hospitality (Kitchen & Serving Room) – Sandy Barron and Emiko Rosenberg are the co-leaders of this time honored committee.   The Yamato Club has the best hospitability room and we want to keep up this tradition.  

If you don’t know (or are new to Yamato Bonsai Kai) let me run it down to you.   The annual Yamato Exhibition is well known for its wonderful bonsai displays and its hospitality room.  Since most club members come and stay all day each day, we provide food (and a place to sit and relax occasionally) for ourselves AND while we are at it our invited friends and family. It is not open to the general public.

We ask that each club member bring a food dish (we will have a sign up sheet at all club meeting between now and the show) each day, which serves 12 to 15 persons.  If you plan to invite a large number of your friends and family to the event, and to the hospitality room, we ask that you provide a corresponding donation level.  Additionally, we know that some of you do not have time to prepare such items.  If this is your case, we ask you to provide a cash donation to help fill-in the menu.   The hospitality co-chairs will use the donations to complete the menu balanced against the Sign-Up sheet.   It is therefore important that you get your name on the signup sheet and indicate your participation choice.  We have our sister club from Sacramento and other long time guests from Bonsai clubs in the Bay Area.  Let’s show our Yamato Hospitality and pitch in here to make the kitchen a success this year.  Sign up sheets  are available so look for it at each meeting between now and the Show.  We ask that all club members contribute to this committee and hospitality event each day. The room is for club members and our invited guests.
Workshops – this committee is being organized my Mike Pistello this year.  Go Mike !!  

Johnny Uchida will conduct “you provide a tree” workshops each morning from 8-11AM.  Assisting this year will by Sam Adina, Mike Baker, Mike Pistello and Tony Hayworth.  There are still a few slots open, so act fast with your commitment.

This is a great way to get Sensei Uchida to influence that tree you’ve been hiding for years and don’t know exactly how to get started (what bonsai style) or if in doubt on a critical branch removal or trunk positioning decision.  A selection from these workshop trees will be highlighted each afternoon during the main demo session.  A workshop fee of $75 dollars is established with the proceeds going to the club general fund.  Contact Mike Pistello or Tony Hayworth to secure your spot with a check or cash if you prefer.  Only pre-payment secures your spot for the event.
Front Desk – Linda Godbier will run this committee.  She needs several helpers to maintain the front desk responsibilities each day.   This year we are going to move the desk inside the show so that I will not be isolated.  See Linda and volunteer soon and often. Responsibilities are to control entry; give greetings and directions, including ticket sales for admission process and for Grand Prize Demo tree sales.  Associate responsibilities are:
· Resource & schedule to support the front desk activities each day. 

· Works with Ticket Chairperson to understand ticket process 

· Works with Security Chairperson
· Controls and does handout of literature on monthly club meeting location, etc.

· Need a schedule of minimum 2 people at all times on duty.
Yamato Fall Show – Update    Continued
Transportation – Richard Paulos will lead this committee again this year with help from Thee Kole.  Its purpose is to assist members with very large trees, if they want to show them.  We are particularly interested in any of the Kimura tree winners or Suzuki tree winners.  Any member having a tree(s) that they cannot handle and want to place in the show please identify yourself to Richard or Thee.  
Silent Auction - There are three key aspects to this committee:  

· organize and collect material for the auction;
· Set up the event;

· Run the event; close the event; collect the bid.
Karen Paulos and Michael Butler are the leaders of this committee this year.   Our target is a minimum of 8 pieces each day but would really like to have 12 items to auction if the quality is there.   If you have anything you would like to donate for this function see Karen or Michael ASAP.

This effort in not to be confused with donation used for Door Prizes each day (door prize tickets) after the Grand Prize Demo tree is awarded.

Check List… things to do!

(  Volunteer for a committee
(  Signup to bring a food dish – one for each day

(  Signup for a Workshop with Sensei

(  Review your tree with Sensei – sometime before show

(  Prepare/clean your pots and redo your top-soil

(  Have a dai (a stand) for each tree you bring
(  Come to Friday Setup, as early as you can – pitch in

(  All trees to Setup Event by 5:30 PM on 17 Oct

(  Prepare and bring a food dish for each day by 11AM (or make a cash contribution to Hospitality Chairperson or the Club Treasurer before hand)

(  Attend each day (as much as you can) and wear your Yamato colors (hapi coat, Yamato shirts, Pins, etc.)

( Bring your camera / have fun

(  Sunday breakdown – begins AFTER 4:00PM.  Be prepared to pickup your trees and other belongings

(  _______________________________________

Yamato Bonsai Kai

37th Annual

Bonsai Exhibition & Demonstration

Saturday, October 18, 2008   10:00AM to 5:00PM
Sunday, October 19, 2008   10:00AM to 4:00PM
CENTENNIAL HALL

22292 Foothill Blvd
Hayward California

Demonstrations beginning each day at 1:30PM by           Johnny Uchida, with Mike Baker and Tony Hayworth

Show Setup is on Friday October 17th from 09:00AM.  All Show Trees need to be at the hall no later than 5:30PM for exhibition setup consideration.
Committee Assignments & Contacts

Please ask any committee leader what you can do to help.  We need volunteers to get the job done.  

	Committee
	Leader

	Show Chairperson
	Tony Hayworth

	Hall Arrangements & Vendors
	Jack Ellis

	Advertising
	Jack Ellis

	Tickets

(admission & consolation prizes)
	Lu Bedard

	Hospitality 

(kitchen & serving room)
	Sandy Barron & Emiko Rosenberg

	Demo
(Saturday & Sunday)
	Johnny Uchida

	Setup and Take Down

(Friday / Sunday)
	Alan Hightower



	Yamato Plant Sales
	Dennis Hawkins

	Workshops

(sensei lead morning workshops)
	Mike Pistello



	Silent Auction
	Karen Paulos; Michael Butler

	Transportation

(storage / Tree – pickup & return)
	Richard Paulos; Thee Kole

	Front Desk 

(greeting; tickets; literature handouts)
	Linda Godbier

	Room & Table Layout
	Michael Baker

	Raffle Sales

(just before and during demo)
	Kathy Ide

	Security
	Tony Hayworth 

	Door Prize 

(organize consolation prizes for after demo each day)
	(Open)  T. Hayworth (acting)




Contact Tony for any of the open committees or other assignments.  We need volunteers to get the job done.  
Yamato Club Badges 

Club Members:  You still have time to order name badges before the October show.  The badges are $11.00. 

I will be at the August meeting to take orders or call me at 510-657-6895 or Email at sbarron12@comcast.net. 

– Sandy Barron

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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2008 GSBF Convention 

Don’t forget the GSBF 2008 Convention this year in Modesto.  It is just a hop, skip and a jump for us here in Northern California.  Please think seriously about attending this event as there is always so much going on and oh so very much to learn. See you there.  
See the “Calendar of Events” section of this newsletter for more details.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Coming Club Events This Year
Always popular is our annual winter/holiday Dinner Party!    It will be in early December – details to follow.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Bonsai Basic

By Tony Hayworth 
Bonsai Tip: What makes a tree valuable?   As beauty is in the eye of the beholder… there are those who would debate this question until the end of time.   Let me share with you my feelings on the subject as follows.

1. A tree that is easily identified as a classical bonsai style or grouping or arrangement (on a rock, bunjin, moyogi, etc);

2. Is properly positioned in an acceptable bonsai pot;

3. Has defined rootage and a proper tachi-agari;

4. Is of advanced age in its presentation – either naturally or by artist technique;

5. Has attention to detail with shape and lines (symmetry/balance)

6. Has a properly defined and developed apex;

7. Has a properly defined and thickened #1 branch;

8. Has developed secondary and tertiary branch structure;

9. Has developed an interesting trunk that is mostly free of defect or that has advance techniques applied to minimize the negative effect towards an interesting trunk;

10. Has properly placed branches for the style and shape being presented;

11. Has clean and natural Jin and deadwood;

12. Has no unacceptable wire marking;

13. Is disease free

14. Is not over run with “Moss”!

Remember… keep your eye on Bonsai.

See you at the next club meeting.

Email   bonsaicho@sbcglobal.net    
Phone   510-471-9238     evenings
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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GSBF Calendar of Events

(For a more complete list, please refer to Golden Statements calendar of events or visit the web site at www.gsbf-bonsai.org).  Some nearby scheduled events are:

August 23-24

Santa Rosa, CA

Redwood Empire Bonsai Society 25th Annual Show

Santa Rosa Veterans Memorial Building

1351 Maple Ave., Santa Rosa, CA. 
September 20-21

San Mateo, CA

San Mateo Bonsai Club 45th Annual Show

Central Park Recreation Center, 50 E. 5th Ave, San Mateo
September 27th

San Jose, CA

Midori Bonsai Club 47th Annual Show

Northside Community Center, 488 N. 6th Street, San Jose (Japantown)
October 11-12

Oakland CA.

East Bay Bonsai Society 47th Annual Show

Lakeside Garden Center, 666 Bellevue, Oakland, Ca. 
October 30-November 2                                                        Modesto, California
Golden State Bonsai Federation: Convention XXXI at the Doubletree Hotel Modesto and the Modesto Centre Plaza, 1150 Ninth Street.  Featured headliners are Boon Manakitivipart, Martin Schmalenberg, and Tak Shimazu.  Enjoy Exhibits, Demonstrations, Workshops, Vendors, Field Trips, Design Contest, Critiques, Raffles & Auctions, and Banquet.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Yamato Classifieds

Notice:   if you want to advertise something in this space, please compose your text and contact the Newsletter Editor (Tony Hayworth).

For Sale

Kifu size Shimpaku for sale as well as one collected Western Juniper.  Sale price range from $600.00 to $300.00.  Contact Mike Pistello at (925) 818-6116.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Celebrations This Month …
A very Happy Birthday to: 
2nd – Mike Baker

2nd – Allen Hightower

7th – MaryEllen Hawkins

8th – Ru Wing Chen

23rd – Dean Sutcliffe

29th – Linda Soliven

Happy Anniversary and many more years to come:

5th – Kathleen & Patrick Corbiere

6th – Diana & Walter Kitajima
8th – Jan & Al Shurtleff

23rd – Frank & JoAnne Reyes

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Refreshments 

Thanks to those who brought something to share at last month’s meeting.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Contact Us

If you need to mail anything to the club in general, please send to: 

YAMATO BONSAI KAI

P. O. Box 2616

Castro Valley, CA 94546-2616

If there is anything you would like to contribute or comment on regarding the newsletter, contact the editor, Tony Hayworth, at bonsaicho@sbcglobal.net 
If you have moved, or changed your email address, please notify Yamato Bonsai Kai, so that we may update our contact and mailing list information.   Thank you.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Juniper – by Masahiko Kimura 
· 2006 GSBF Convention, Sacramento, CA. 
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Hollywood Juniper 
- as seen at last months Club Meeting 
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Hollywood Juniper – after transformation
- come see it at the August 19th Meeting 

YAMATO BONSAI KAI

P. O. Box 2616

Castro Valley, CA 94546-2616

Return Service Requested

Attention Postmaster:
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